
 

This is NOT an Election communication 

 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN for 
the CIVIL PARISH of LAMBOURN 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR RESIDENTS 
Have Your Say  

This is your opportunity to influence the future development of the Civil Parish of 
Lambourn. When formally adopted, the Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan will 

have legal force. 

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE BY: 

Monday 13th January 2020 
 

  



  



Why complete this questionnaire? 

Tell us what you think is important when planning the future of our Parish. Your answers to 
the questions will help influence the future development of the Parish of Lambourn, making 
local policies for local people. Those policies, set out in the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, will stand with National and West Berkshire planning policies and will have legal 
status. Planning applications will have to comply with the policies in our Plan.  

The Localism Act of 2011 enables residents to have more say in the development of their 
neighbourhood. Over the last 18 months the volunteers on the Lambourn Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Steering Group have been consulting with and informing our community 
about a NDP. Before the Plan becomes a legal document, all those on the electoral roll will 
be able to vote in a parish referendum to say whether they approve the Plan. Whilst the 
Plan cannot prevent development, it can have a say in where it takes place and what it looks 
like. 

A copy of this questionnaire is being delivered to each household. Extra copies are available 
for any residents over 14 and can be collected from the Parish Council office or Lambourn 
Library. Contact https://lambourn-ndp.org.uk/downloads/ for a downloadable copy. 

To complete a copy ONLINE, click on: https://lambourn-ndp.org.uk/survey/  

If you need help or more information: If you have any questions about the questionnaire, 
or need help completing it, need a large print version or if English is not your first language, 
please get in touch with the Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Team at 
lambourn.ndp@gmail.com or call one of these numbers:  

01488 71357 
01488 71294 
01488 73987 
07989170189 

Surgeries will be held at Lambourn Library on Saturday December 14th  and Saturday January 
11th, 10am – 12.30pm, when members of the Team will be available to assist you. 

Explanations of technical terms used in the Questionnaire are listed on the last page of this 
Questionnaire. 

 

Please take the time to complete this questionnaire and RETURN it to one of the 
following: 

The Memorial Hall Lambourn Lambourn Library 
Woodlands St. Mary Village Hall St. James Church, Eastbury 
Jockey Club Estates, Upper Lambourn  
 
You can also post it to: LNDP Questionnaire, Memorial Hall, Oxford St., Lambourn. RG17 8XP    

  



SECTION 1: About you 

You do not have to answer these questions, but by answering them you help us to make sure we 
have collected views from all parts of the Parish community, not just a narrow sample.  

Please tick the relevant box or write your answer in the space given 

Q1: What is your age group? 
14 - 18 19 - 24 25 - 34 35 - 44 45 - 54 55 - 64 65 - 74 75 plus 

        
 

Q2: Do you identify as:  
Female  
Male  
 

Q3: What is your postcode? ……………………………………. 
 

Q4: How many people in your household are aged: 
0 - 4 5 - 11 12 - 18 19 - 24 25 - 39 40 - 59 60 - 74 75 plus 
        
 

Q5: How many cars are available to your household? ……… 
 

Q6. Do you, or anyone in your household, have a disability or special needs?  
Yes  
No  
 

Q7: Is your first language: 
English  
Other (Please give your first language)  
 

Q8: If you are employed, do you:  
Work in the Parish?  
Work outside the Parish?  
 

Q9: Is anyone in your household a carer?  
Yes  
No  

 

  



SECTION 2: About Lambourn 

This section is for you to summarise in a few words what you like and don’t like about Eastbury, 
Lambourn, Upper Lambourn and Lambourn Woodlands (referred to as the Parish) 

 

 
 
 

  

The things I like about Lambourn Parish are: 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

The things that I dislike about Lambourn Parish are: 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 



In the following sections please tick the box which best reflects your view 

2.1: Housing 

This section is designed to get initial views on housing so that we can focus future more detailed 
work in the areas that are important to the Parish. 

[We cannot change the housing allocation for the area, which is provided by West Berkshire in line 
with Government requirements but we can influence the location and nature of development.] 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. There needs to be housing 
to enable young adults to 
stay in the area 

     

2. I intend downsizing in the 
next five years 

     

3. I am happy with my housing 
provision 

     

4. New housing sites should 
minimise encroachment 
into the countryside 

     

5. Public parking provision is 
adequate 

     

6. I intend moving to a larger 
property in the next 5 years 

     

7. The design of housing 
should complement the 
character of each different 
settlement within the 
Parish 

     

8. There is sufficient housing 
for stable staff in the Parish 

     

9. Plans for new racing yards 
should include housing 
provision for stable staff 

     

10. Private parking needs to 
reflect limited public 
transport 

     

11. There needs to be housing 
to enable the elderly to stay 
in the area 

     

12. All new development 
should strive to achieve the 
best environmental practice 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.2: Employment and the Local Economy 

This section is about local employment and facilities. 
[Note “Membury” below refers to the all the industrial areas in Lambourn Woodlands] 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. The racing industry 
contributes significantly to 
the local economy and 
fabric of Lambourn 

     

2. We need to encourage 
shops, eating and drinking 
facilities in Lambourn  

     

3. We need to develop 
tourism in the Parish 

     

4. Membury industrial area 
provides important local 
employment opportunities 

     

5. Membury has too many 
warehouse developments 

     

6. We need to promote local 
employment opportunities 
in the Parish 

     

7. We need more local 
employment and less 
commuting 

     

8. The implications for traffic 
needs should be considered 
when approving further 
business development 

     

9. We need to preserve the 
heritage of racing in 
Lambourn 

     

10. Business developments 
need to be sensitive to the 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty 

     

11. The racing industry does 
not engage well with the 
local community 

     

12. There are sufficient sites for 
local businesses to develop 

     

13. We need local jobs at all 
skill and attainment levels 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.3: Getting About 

This section looks at transport infrastructure sustainability and parking. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Regular bus services to 
Swindon and Newbury are 
important to me 

     

2. Parking is a problem in the 
centre of Lambourn 

     

3. All new developments should 
allow sufficient off-street 
parking since public transport 
is limited 

     

4. Traffic impact assessments 
need to be considered for all 
developments including the 
cumulative effect of several 
smaller developments 

     

5. Wherever possible the 
interactions between horses 
and vehicles should be 
minimised on the roads 

     

6. Public transport access to 
local railway stations is 
important to me 

     

7. Cycle ways particularly 
between the villages should 
be developed 

     

8. Friday and Saturday evening 
bus services should be 
provided so that young 
people can get to Newbury 

     

9. Public electric vehicle 
charging points need to be 
provided in the Parish 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.4: The Needs of both Young and Elderly People 

This section deals with the needs of young people and the elderly in the Parish. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Playground facilities for 
young children are good but 
need to keep pace with 
housing developments 

     

2. Facilities for teenagers are a 
key priority 

     

3. Young people need local 
training and employment 
opportunities for all levels of 
educational attainment  

     

4. We need housing to enable 
downsizing within the parish 
for elderly people  

     

5. We need local support to 
enable the elderly to live in 
their own homes  

     

6. Housing should encourage a 
mix of age groups to live in 
the same vicinity 

     

7. We need good transport 
links to secondary/further 
education and training 
establishments 

     

8. It is possible for all ages to 
live fulfilling lives in the 
Parish 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.5: Landscape and Heritage 

This section is about the built environment, the downland landscape and its archaeology, 
biodiversity, green space and the river Lambourn. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. I want to celebrate our 
heritage so that I am proud 
to live in the Parish 

     

2. Green space between the 
settlements is important to 
me 

     

3. New developments should 
be in harmony with the 
historic character of each 
settlement within the Parish 

     

4. Our Downland Landscape is 
a major asset 

     

5. The landscape should be 
managed to minimise 
surface water flooding risk 

     

6. The river Lambourn should 
be seen and developed as a 
major feature from its 
source through the villages 
in the Parish 

     

7. I would like to see our racing 
heritage celebrated more in 
the village 

     

8. We do not value our history 
and archaeology 

     

9. We need to do more to 
promote biodiversity in the 
Valley 

     

10. There is a place for modern 
design and innovation in 
every settlement 

     

11. We need to do more to 
encourage tourism in our 
part of the AONB 

     

12. Green issues in 
developments are a major 
concern for me 

     

13. We need to do more to 
recognise the historical 
significance of Membury 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.6: Health and Wellbeing 

This section is about not only living a safe and healthy life but the leisure, sports, cultural and arts 
activities and facilities to support wellbeing. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Reducing vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour is 
important to me 

     

2. Public spaces are well 
maintained 

     

3. I want more effective 
links between health and 
social care locally 

     

4. I greatly value the 
Lambourn GP practice 
and pharmacies 

     

5. I am in favour of more 
CCTV in the Parish 

     

6. I want to be helped and 
enabled to manage my 
own health 

     

7. Sports facilities in the 
Parish are good 

     

8. Leisure facilities in the 
Parish are good 

     

9. I actively participate in 
the sports and leisure 
facilities in the Parish 

     

10. I would participate in 
sports and leisure 
activities if there were 
more of them 

     

11. I mainly go out of the 
Parish for cultural 
activities  

     

12. The library is an 
important asset 

     

13. Lambourn Open Day is an 
important part of village 
life 

     

14. I greatly value the Post 
Office in Lambourn 

     

15. There is adequate access 
to mental health care 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.7: Climate Change 

This section is about the extent to which climate change issues should shape our Plan. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. I am aware that West 
Berkshire Council has 
declared a “Climate Change 
Emergency” 

     

2. Within five years I want to do 
a large part of my shopping 
and access services locally 

     

3. My next car will be electric      

4. I want more footpaths and 
cycleways for short journeys 

     

5. I want a public transport 
means of getting to the local 
railway station for longer 
journeys 

     

6. I would support initiatives for 
local power generation (eg 
biomass) 

     

7. I need good internet facilities 
to enable me to work from 
home or conduct business 
locally 

     

8. I would support significant 
tree planting in the area 
consistent with maintaining 
the downland landscape 

     

9. I have an electric/hybrid car 
now 

     

10. I intend to install an 
alternative energy source in 
my home in the next five 
years 

     

11. I expect my home (e.g. gas or 
oil) heating to change within 
10 years 

     

12. Environmental Impact 
Assessments should be 
carried out on all major new 
developments 

     

13. Climate change concerns 
have been exaggerated 

     

 
Use this box if you wish to explain any of your answers above: 
 

  



2.8: New or Improved Community Facilities 

If the Neighbourhood Plan is formally approved, the Parish Council will get 25% of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy instead of 10%. This is a charge on new development which is paid to local 
authorities to help them provide the infrastructure needed to support development. While this is 
not the reason for adopting a Neighbourhood Plan, it will provide a greater ability for us to improve 
community facilities. 

Please use the box below to highlight anything big or small you would like to see developed or 
enhanced for the community as a result of new developments in the coming years. 

 

My priority for new or improved community facilities are: 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this Questionnaire 
  



GLOSSARY 

Affordable Housing The Government defines affordable housing as “social rented, affordable 
rented and intermediate housing provided to specified eligible households 
whose needs are not met by the market”.  

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Parish of Lambourn is in the North 
Wessex Downs AONB. There are restrictions on what development is 
permitted in an AONB. 

Biodiversity The variety of plant & animal life in a particular area. A large variety is usually 
considered to be important and desirable. 

Biomass Organic matter used as a fuel, especially for the generation of electricity. 
Civil Parish The lowest tier of local government in rural areas. Lambourn Civil Parish is 

made up of the settlements of Eastbury, Lambourn, Lambourn Woodlands, 
Upper Lambourn and Woodlands St. Mary. 

Disability The legal definition is: “ a physical or mental impairment which has a 
substantial and long-term adverse effect on your ability to carry out normal 
day-to-day activities”. 

Infrastructure The basic physical and organisational structures and facilities (e.g. roads, 
communications, water and power supplies) needed for the economic 
development and prosperity of an area. 

PEA Protected Employment Area. Protected Employment Areas are specific parcels 
of land throughout West Berkshire which are designated for Class B business 
use. (e.g. offices, research and development, storage or distribution, some 
industrial processes). 
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A NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN for 
the CIVIL PARISH of LAMBOURN 

 

 

 

ANALYSIS  
of responses to 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR RESIDENTS 
The questionnaire was carried out between December 2019 and January 2020. 
Questionnaires were hand-delivered to every household in the Parish (2081). 
Anyone needing extra copies or help with completing the questionnaire could contact 
the LNDP Steering Group via email, visit the Parish Council Office, or attend a “Help” 
session in Lambourn Library. 

Distribution of the Questionnaire coincided with the 2019 General Election campaign, 
hence the note on the cover. 457 responses were received, which is considered a 
good response rate (22%) for this sort of questionnaire.  

Analysis of the responses was carried out by members of the Steering Group and 
other volunteers from the community. 

 
 

  



SECTION 1: About you 

You do not have to answer these questions, but by answering them you help us to make sure we 
have collected views from all parts of the Parish community, not just a narrow sample.  

Please tick the relevant box or write your answer in the space given 

Q1: What is your age group? 
14 - 18 19 - 24 25 - 34 35 - 44 45 - 54 55 - 64 65 - 74 75 plus 

        
 

Q2: Do you identify as:  
Female  
Male  
 

Q3: What is your postcode? ……………………………………. 
 

Q4: How many people in your household are aged: 
0 - 4 5 - 11 12 - 18 19 - 24 25 - 39 40 - 59 60 - 74 75 plus 
        
 

Q5: How many cars are available to your household? ……… 
 

Q6. Do you, or anyone in your household, have a disability or special needs?  
Yes  
No  
 

Q7: Is your first language: 
English  
Other (Please give your first language)  
 

Q8: If you are employed, do you:  
Work in the Parish?  
Work outside the Parish?  
 

Q9: Is anyone in your household a carer?  
Yes  
No  

 

  



SECTION 2: About Lambourn 

This section is for you to summarise in a few words what you like and don’t like about Eastbury, 
Lambourn, Upper Lambourn and Lambourn Woodlands (referred to as the Parish) 

 

 
 
 

  

The things I like about Lambourn Parish are: 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

The things that I dislike about Lambourn Parish are: 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 



Analysis 

2.1: Housing 

This section is designed to get initial views on housing so that we can focus future more detailed 
work in the areas that are important to the Parish. 

[We cannot change the housing allocation for the area, which is provided by West Berkshire in line 
with Government requirements but we can influence the location and nature of development.] 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. There needs to be housing 
to enable young adults to 
stay in the area 

Agreement. 

2. I intend downsizing in the 
next five years 

Responses suggest that 50 – 100 households which responded 
intend downsizing. Some definite disagreement 

3. I am happy with my housing 
provision 

General agreement 

4. New housing sites should 
minimise encroachment 
into the countryside 

General agreement. This suggests settlement boundaries will be 
an important issue. 

5. Public parking provision is 
adequate 

Further work needed. Views are divided. An issue for the 
Business Questionnaire. 

6. I intend moving to a larger 
property in the next 5 years 

This question cross checks to others about housing provision. 
More disagreed with this statement, so reference Housing Needs 
Assessment 

7. The design of housing 
should complement the 
character of each different 
settlement within the 
Parish 

Agreement. Indicates separate design policies (plural), relevant 
to different parts of the Parish. 

8. There is sufficient housing 
for stable staff in the Parish 

More disagreed. More work needed on issues (eg number of 
vehicle journeys generated by stables & staff) and link to 
Business Questionnaire. Lack of knowledge of the issue? 

9. Plans for new racing yards 
should include housing 
provision for stable staff 

Agreement. Definitely a relevant policy. 

10. Private parking needs to 
reflect limited public 
transport 

Agreement. More spaces per dwelling = policy. 

11. There needs to be housing 
to enable the elderly to stay 
in the area 

Agreement. Link to downsizing.  

12. All new development 
should strive to achieve the 
best environmental practice 

Agreement. A policy for a design standard? 

 
SG objective:  Ensure that new housing in Lambourn Parish meets the needs of current and 
future generations of residents in a way which complements the character of the villages 
and the countryside surrounding them. 
Theme validated, but more work required on converting into policies.    
 
 
 

  



Summary of comments:  

Question 1 

There were 13 comments and the primary finding was that 7 of these stated that housing 
for young adults must be affordable. 4 comments pointed out that there had to be available 
jobs and/or public transport and other facilities. 

 

Question 2 

There were 8 comments with no real pattern. 1 yes, 1 probably, 1 possibly, 2 already done 
and 2 noes. 

 

Question 3 

Nobody seemed to want to comment on this one! 

 

Question 4 

There were 13 comments of which 9 agreed with the minimise concept. 2 comments were 
cautiously for some limited encroachment. 

 

Question 5 

There were 15 comments and an interesting mix appeared. Basically, 7 thought that the 
provision is adequate, at present. 6 thought that it is not adequate and from both sides of 
the coin (8 in total) there was a strong feeling that the roads have too many cars parked on 
them and the public parking is not used enough.  

 

Question 6 

There was 1 response. Apparently their next move is to the graveyard! 

 

Question 7 

There were 63 comments which I felt belonged in this section with a wide range of thoughts 
involved. The main issues to come out were that if you are going to build houses you have 
to have the infrastructure to go alongside - roads, sewage etc. This received 12 
comments.11 said no new building at all, especially on flood plains whereas 28 felt new 
houses would be OK if …… 

 and there were a lot of individual ifs! Perhaps the most common comment was that 
development needed to be balanced but there were different takes on what balanced 
involves! 

 



Question 8 

There were 15 responses. 6 said they did not know enough about the subject, 5 said there is 
too much or at least enough at present and 1 felt there was a need for more. 

 

 

Question 9 

There were 23 responses. 11 said yes to the idea whereas 2 were opposed. 2 others said no 
to any new yards and another couple said they didn't know. 

 

Question 10 

There were 7 responses. The only clear reading to be had is that 4 thought that new housing 
should include the appropriate parking on site. 

 

Question 11 

There were 4 responses. 3 agreed and 1 said it was about facilities rather than housing. 

 

Question 12 

There were 22 comments, all of which agreed fundamentally with the environment being 
important in the planning of new houses. 

Good design, using modern technology, having good space, solar panels, good parking were 
some of the ideas raised.  

  



2.2: Employment and the Local Economy 

This section is about local employment and facilities. 
[Note “Membury” below refers to the all the industrial areas in Lambourn Woodlands] 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. The racing industry 
contributes 
significantly to the 
local economy and 
fabric of Lambourn 

Mostly stongly agree, but small but significant disagreement 

2. We need to 
encourage shops, 
eating and drinking 
facilities in 
Lambourn  

Strong agreement, but with significant qualifications. Comments make 
clear that more alcohol outlets or “fast food” are not wanted. Greater 
diversity wanted. 

3. We need to develop 
tourism in the 
Parish 

Somewhat agree, apparently because tourism seems to be associated 
with racing and other attractions not recognised. POTENTIAL, but 
product needs further explanation 

4. Membury industrial area 
provides important local 
employment opportunities 

Somewhat agree. Knowledge and acceptance that “Membury” exists, 
but lack of details. 

5. Membury has too 
many warehouse 
developments 

Neither agree or disagree. LCA & pictures. Membury generally needs to 
be explained to Parishioners. 

6. We need to 
promote local 
employment 
opportunities in the 
Parish 

Strong support. Indicates need to consider development for 
employment  - small local enterprises - as well as housing. NB “clusters” 
of economic acitivity around racing and other businesses should be 
considered. 

7. We need more local 
employment and 
less commuting 

Strong agreement. Shop local. Lambourn as a Strategic settlement/hub 
plus response to climate change link here. 

8. The implications for 
traffic needs should 
be considered when 
approving further 
business 
development 

Strong agreement. (Copy this to Highways?) Mandate to do something, 
but what exactly? Ask consultants how to develop into policies. 

9. We need to 
preserve the 
heritage of racing in 
Lambourn 

Strong agreement. Mandate to develop racing heritage. How do we 
capitalise on this? Racing and heritage policy updates. Heritage valued, 
but not everyone recognises the scope of what available. 

10. Business 
developments need 
to be sensitive to 
the Area of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty 

Strong agreement. WBC and Bluestone Planning: how do we support the 
AONB? (Ask NWD AONB) Agriculture and racing minimum standards to 
be upheld. 

11. The racing industry 
does not engage 
well with the local 
community 

Interesting curve – see graph – indicates room for improvement. 

12. There are sufficient 
sites for local 
businesses to 
develop 

Develop in Business Survey. General public neither agree or disagree 

13. We need local jobs 
at all skill and 
attainment levels 

Strong mandate - economic needs and spread of skills developed 

 



SG Objective: 
Employment and the economy  
 To support the continuance of Lambourn as a service hub and to ensure that Lambourn is an 
attractive place to live and work with good facilities, services and employment opportunities, 
recognising the importance of the racing industry to the valley.  
 
Theme validated. More investigation of business needs required. Employment policies. More work 
needed on racing and general public need educating about Membury. 

 

Summary of Employment and Local Economy  

The overall view is that people would welcome more diversity when it comes to local shopping 
facilities and would encourage more smaller enterprises that would offer local employment. 

They would like to see a greater diversity of local business, some allude to ‘craft orientated shops, 
artisan crafts’ others to just to a wider provision of services/retail outlets. 

Local jobs for local people is a recognised need/requirement, people are aware that that currently 
many people commute into the area to fill positions, this is noted in particular on the Industrial 
estate, and with local Transport Services, especially at Membury, which bring little benefits to the 
local economy. 

People are, in the main unaware about what is based at Membury, there is divided opinion as to 
whether all industry should be placed there, some believe that it should, whilst others feel strongly 
that the AONB and our green spaces should be protected, that Membury has been overdeveloped 
and has become an ‘unmanageable sprawl’ within the AONB.  

Gaps and green spaces between industry it is felt preserves the rural character.  

What is clear is that the increase in HGV’s and ‘out of hours working’ is having an impact on people’s 
lives in all areas. There are questions about the rural roads being able to deal with this increase, 
whether the infrastructure is there to support more growth as well as existing business. There are 
concerns HGV’S racing through the village at night. 

What is clear is that if you don’t live in the Woodlands then what happens at Membury is of little 
consequence to other parts of the Parish, this it appears, is more about a lack of 
understanding/knowledge about what is there. 

What is clear is that most people would welcome smaller business units to encourage growth within 
the local economy and do not wish to see large developments. 

As one would expect there is a great deal of support for the racing industry and recognition that it 
brings much to the locality, not only in terms of financial gains, but local employment and kudos.  

What is clear that those that support or have an interest in racing are very clued up on what is 
happening locally i.e. new developments, but others less involved or are not involved, feel that too 
much weight is given to the racing industry. Some felt that the liaison is good between the racing 
industry and adds value within the local community, others felt less so.  

Horses on roads is an issue for some people and comments about the racing yards needing to be 
developed in line with AONB Policy, were made, as well as the Parish Council needing to rethink its 
Racing Policy.  

The Community as a whole value the green spaces, the beautiful countryside, and want to preserve 
this, some feel that the AONB is being over developed. 



Parish residents do not wish to see an increase in facilities that provide alcohol, no more drinking 
establishments came across very clearly. They would like to see more eating establishments but no 
more ‘fast food’ enterprises. 

 

 

Transport links were an issue in relation to buses being available to get people to work in the local 
towns, the timetables currently do not allow for this. 

It was recognised that the Parish has good access to major road networks, although comments were 
made about everything being ’20 minutes away’,’ a bus journey away’, ‘an expensive taxi ride away’. 

Tourism did not feature highly within this section of the survey, it was recognised within the racing 
industry, with open days etc, but little comment was made about other opportunities. 

  



2.3: Getting About 

This section looks at transport infrastructure sustainability and parking. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Regular bus services to 
Swindon and Newbury 
are important to me 

Public transport seen as important. More flexibility needed. 
Destinations should be considered. NB Surgery has patients along 
the Valley and in Ashbury. 

2. Parking is a problem in 
the centre of Lambourn 

Strong agreement. Clear mandate for a centre of Lambourn policy 

3. All new developments 
should allow sufficient 
off-street parking since 
public transport is limited 

Strong agreement. Policy could combine with number of car spaces 

4. Traffic impact 
assessments need to be 
considered for all 
developments including 
the cumulative effect of 
several smaller 
developments 

Strong agreement. Ask BP about methodologies 

5. Wherever possible the 
interactions between 
horses and vehicles 
should be minimised on 
the roads 

Strong agreement. Policy – could designate particular areas. 

6. Public transport access to 
local railway stations is 
important to me 

Agreement. Cost of taxis an issue. 

7. Cycle ways particularly 
between the villages 
should be developed 

Agreement. Mandate – consider routes. Ask BP about land use and 
how CiL or S106 money could be used 

8. Friday and Saturday 
evening bus services 
should be provided so 
that young people can 
get to Newbury 

Agreement 

9. Public electric vehicle 
charging points need to 
be provided in the Parish 

Agreement/uncertainty about what involved. 

 
SG Objective: 
Getting About  
To ensure that the transport infrastructure is safe, effective, sustainable and accessible to all. To 
ensure that “pinch points” and parking issues are addressed in line with developments.  
 
Strong views expressed, so likely to be an important element in the Plan. The young in evenings and 
links to railway poorly served. Should we look at school bus service? 

 

Getting About  

1)  Most respondents agreed that regular bus services to Swindon and Newbury 

were important to them, several adding that more frequent buses would result in 



greater usage, (is this possible given the size of the population?) A service to 

Hungerford station and after school was highly desirable. 

A suggestion was made that a regular bus service to Wantage would ‘open up’ 

Oxfordshire to both job seekers and college students alike. 

2)  The car parks in the centre of the village were generally considered to be 

adequate, the exception being when the Market or a funeral prevents parking in the 

Square.  At other times the problem is people parking on double yellow lines and the 

lack of enforcement of the existing parking restrictions.  

3)  All respondents agreed that new developments should provide off street parking, 

not just for the residents but visitors as well. Because of its location, equidistant from 

several areas of employment, Lambourn has a higher than average car ownership; 

in addition visitors are likely to have travelled into the Parish and provision should be 

made for this. Because of the limited provision of offstreet parking vehicles are 

parked on the pavements, restricting their use by pedestrians. 

4)  Respondents agreed that traffic impact assessments are important and should 

include the impact on and by the horses. 

5)  The separation of vehicular traffic and the racehorses was desirable and the 

present system of horse tracks extended as new developments are built. 

6)  Overwhelmingly public transport that connected to the railway station in 

Hungerford was cited as being a Good Thing. An integrated service that tied in with 

the train service was the ideal. 

7)  Some respondents thought that cycle paths were unnecessary and difficult to 

provide given the width of the roads in the Parish. But cycle tracks do not have to 

follow the same route as the existing roads for their entire length and can incorporate 

foot paths, which many respondents thought desirable. 

8)   A bus service that ran on Friday and Saturday evenings was not highly rated by 

many, although a service running at a time to serve after school/work was advocated 

by several parishioners. 

9) Public points for charging electric vehicles was not considered to be a priority for 

respondents although several mentioned the lack of any facility for buying fossil fuel 

for other vehicles as being a problem. 

 



General Comments 

A few respondents lamented the lack of enforcement of traffic regulations, parking on 

double yellow lines, speeding, turning left at the bottom of the High Street and going 

up Edwards Hill for example, but this is due to the lack of police presence and the 

paucity of traffic wardens. If people are prosecuted it does not make news, perhaps 

we need a system of naming and shaming offenders? Because of the lack of 

enforcement of existing traffic regulations, suggestions made for a one-way system 

and a 20mph limit in Eastbury to mitigate the lack of pavements, are unlikely to prove 

effective. 

 

1) Provide parking when new houses/flats are built 

2) Improve paths between developments, no dark corners or ‘rat runs (not like 

The Nightingales in Greenham) and require paths connecting new 

developments to centre of village to be included in planning applications 

3) Improve and extend horse Tracks 

4) Provide cycle paths where possible, not necessarily alongside roads. 

5) Improve bus services, both in frequency and places served 

6) Enforce existing traffic regulations. 

  



2.4: The Needs of both Young and Elderly People 

This section deals with the needs of young people and the elderly in the Parish. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Playground facilities for 
young children are 
good but need to keep 
pace with housing 
developments 

Strong agreement. Is this a project for CiL money? 

2. Facilities for teenagers 
are a key priority 

Strong agreement. Needs more work to determine what facilities are 
needed. Focus group. 

3. Young people need 
local training and 
employment 
opportunities for all 
levels of educational 
attainment  

Strong agreement. Question raised about racing apprenticeships. Is 
this an issue for business questionnaire? 

4. We need housing to 
enable downsizing 
within the parish for 
elderly people  

Strong agreement. Consider range of accommodation and the 
mix/balance of the community. (Example in Wiltshire?) 

5. We need local support 
to enable the elderly to 
live in their own homes  

Strong agreement. Imagination needed on Health and social care in 
West Berkshire. 

6. Housing should 
encourage a mix of age 
groups to live in the 
same vicinity 

Strong agreement. Policy on housing mix in the community. 

7. We need good 
transport links to 
secondary/further 
education and training 
establishments 

Strong agreement. Refer to WBC’s Transport policy – need to 
recognise public’s concerns for the environment. Parish involvement 
in a “wishlist” for public transport improvement? 

8. It is possible for all ages 
to live fulfilling lives in 
the Parish 

Agreement. Plan needs to determine how to continue doing the 
“good stuff”! 

 
SG Objective: 
The Needs of both Young and Elderly People 
Lambourn should offer young people a safe, healthy and nurturing environment to develop and 
mature, with good links to secondary and further education, training and employment opportunities.  
The elderly should be able wherever possible to stay in their own home or live in the vicinity and be 
supported to live fulfilling lives.  
 

 

Questions 1 and 2. Facilities:  
 
For young children:   
 
Comments acknowledged that the outdoor playground facilities for young children are good but 
somewhat tired and in need of upgrading (eg similar to those at Great Shefford and Stockcross).  Play 
areas and equipment also need to be kept clean as they are subject to anti social behaviour by older 
youths who hang about in the area.  It is suggested that further playground facilities should be 
considered to the west side of Lambourn.  
 



Dog fouling is seen as limiting the areas that young children can play and walk safely. 
 
For teenagers:   
 
There is significant comment on the lack of facilities and clubs in the area for teenagers, and also the 
lack of public transport at times when they could seek amusement elsewhere.  It is felt that this lack 
contributes to the anti social behaviour and drugs problems in the area; particularly in the Lambourn 
Market Square.  The lack of police presence is thought to contribute to the problem of anti social 
behaviour. 
 
Possible solutions suggested include: 
 

• Subsidised membership of gym for teenagers 

• Reinstating the defunct youth club 

• Installation of a youth worker in the Lambourn Centre 

• Extending public transport into the evenings on Friday and Saturday to allow access to other 
centres providing entertainment 

• Police action on antisocial behaviour and drugs 

• Encourage volunteering in all age groups and promote interaction of young and old. 
 
It is pointed out that parents have a responsibility for youths involved in anti social activities.  There is 
a suggestion that classes in parenting and life skills might be helpful. 
 
It is suggested that the safety of skate park facilities on the cricket pitch should be reviewed, as there 
are sharp edges on the equipment.  
 
Question 3:  Local training and employment opportunities 
 
The need for local training and employment opportunities for both young and old (due to older 
retirement age) is mentioned.  However, the point is made that this is not likely to be forthcoming to 
any degree in such a low population density area. It is felt that reliable public transport options should 
be extended to allow access to centres where greater opportunities for training and employment exist 
(Farringdon, Oxford, Wantage, Hungerford are mentioned). 
 
Housing:  Questions 4,5,6 
 
Current housing within the parish is felt to be too expensive for the young and, in conjunction with 
poor local employment prospects and poor public transport, means that youngsters and young families 
do not remain in the area. 
 
Elderly residents wishing to downsize within the parish often find rents for smaller properties too high 
to encourage moving.   
 
It is suggested that elderly residents would benefit from help in the use of modern technology within 
the community. 
 
Access to local amenities and social events via uneven pavements and roads without pavements are 
stated as a significant problem for the elderly.  In addition, adequate caring arrangements for the 
elderly are required to help them remain in the local area. 
 
There are mixed opinions about integration of housing for the elderly within mixed age group 
developments.  It is pointed out that the elderly often appreciate quieter neighbourhoods.  However, 
the benefits of mixed age range housing to a vibrant community are acknowledged in several 
instances. 
 



There is support for preservation of AONB land from housing development.  It is also pointed out that 
the infrastructure in the parish (in particular sewers and drainage) are currently at capacity.  It is 
suggested that any further development in the parish should include community areas such as gardens 
and vegetable plots, and that any housing development should be small rather than large estates. 
 
The use of solar power generation should be a requirement for new housing. 
 
Public transport:  Question 7 
 
There is significant comment on the scarcity of public transport in the parish.  This limits access to  
education, training and employment opportunities for both young and old.  It is felt that there is a lack 
of access to areas north of the parish (Farringdon, Oxford, Wantage), and also to railway stations.  In 
addition, existing public transport does not allow those using the train to return to the area in the 
evenings.   
 
Access to public transport pick-up points are a particular challenge for the elderly often requiring a 
longish walk on uneven pavements or in the road where no pavement is available, or use of a car.  
Also, there is comment on the lack of direct public transport to and from Upper Lambourn. 
 
Traffic speed in combination with narrow/no pavements is seen as dangerous. 
 
Fulfilling lives within the parish:  Question 8 
 
There is no substantive comment to this question. 
  



2.5: Landscape and Heritage 

This section is about the built environment, the downland landscape and its archaeology, 
biodiversity, green space and the river Lambourn. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. I want to celebrate our 
heritage so that I am 
proud to live in the 
Parish 

Agreement. Mandate for developing heritage assets 

2. Green space between 
the settlements is 
important to me 

Strong agreement. Look at options re: @village greens@ and green 
spaces 

3. New developments 
should be in harmony 
with the historic 
character of each 
settlement within the 
Parish 

Agreement. Cross-reference to Housing theme 

4. Our Downland 
Landscape is a major 
asset 

Strong agreement. Recording via Landscape Character Assessment 
and Character Appraisal. Views particularly important. 

5. The landscape should 
be managed to 
minimise surface water 
flooding risk 

Strong agreement. Policy: capture of surface water to be part of any 
development plan 

6. The river Lambourn 
should be seen and 
developed as a major 
feature from its source 
through the villages in 
the Parish 

Agreement. Importance of river as a link through the Parish. Parish 
Council land also adjoins river. Character Appraisal of river as a 
project. How to manage tourism potential? 

7. I would like to see our 
racing heritage 
celebrated more in the 
village 

Some agreement, notable neither agree/disagree. Desire to see 
heritage celebrated. 

8. We do not value our 
history and 
archaeology 

Some agreement, notable neither agree/disagree. Recognition we 
have something worth celebrating. 

9. We need to do more 
to promote 
biodiversity in the 
Valley 

Strong agreement. Policy: green corridors and views to be considered. 

10. There is a place for 
modern design and 
innovation in every 
settlement 

Somewhat agree; few disagreed. Cautious responses. 

11. We need to do more 
to encourage tourism 
in our part of the 
AONB 

Some agreement, some neither agree/disagree. Links to AONB 
important and have potential. CiL projects? 

12. Green issues in 
developments are a 
major concern for me 

Strong agreement. Need for consistency and planning for greener 
future. 

13. We need to do more 
to recognise the 
historical significance 
of Membury 

Agreement. 

 



SG Objective: 
Landscape and Heritage  
Conserve the built environment and the distinctive nature of each settlement and ensure that 
development is sympathetic to this.     
Enhance the access to and appreciation of the Downland Landscape and its archaeology.   
Promote biodiversity and maintain green space between the settlements.  
Promote the river Lambourn thorough the parish from its source as a major landscape feature.  
Promote and maintain the network of footpaths, bridleways and byways.  
Validation of theme and steers towards policy development. 

 

Landscape and Heritage The comments on Landscape and Heritage can be summarised by the 
following points:  

• The River Lambourn and particularly its source in Lynch wood should be protected, and people 
prevented from using it as a dumping ground. Its status as a SSSI should be respected. It needs be 
maintained and enhanced throughout the parish. Keeping it clear of rubbish and the banks 
maintained where needed. Access to see and enjoy the river needs to be improved, riverside paths 
or places to sit and enjoy it. The areas bordering the river should be made accessible wherever 
possible and housing developments close to the river minimised. ‘How wonderful if there could be a 
riverside walk along the River Lambourn in the parish.’  

• Closely linked to the river was the need to maintain the ditches, roadside grips and drains to 
reduce the risks of flooding. This also included concerns over sewage capacity particularly when the 
springs are high. Development needs to recognise the flood plains and the spring fed watercourses.  

• Protecting the open countryside and natural landscape is a concern, the setting of Lambourn in the 
ANOB is an important asset and must not be compromised by inappropriate development. 
Development should not encroach into the countryside surrounding the village. • Community 
greenspaces could be used for perhaps community garden/veg/wild flower growing etc Lynch wood 
could be a fantastic green space for the community use.  

• Lambourn has a significant network of PROW, these need to be accessible by being maintained and 
way marked. Promoting the use of the PROW by encouraging walkers and cyclists will raise the 
awareness and appreciation of the downland views, we need to promote and protect our stunning 
local landscape. It may also encourage environmentally friendly tourism which may use local shops 
and businesses etc.  

• The encouragement of tourism had mixed views, particularly where it may have negative impacts 
e.g. increased traffic, inappropriate developments. Ideas for tourist attractions include a Racing 
Museum (possible links with tours of yards and gallops) and recognising the history of Membury 
Airfield its WW2 activities and its connection with 101st Airborne.  

• Lambourn’s history and heritage should be more accessible, easier to learn about and celebrated. 
Possibly a permanent exhibition space for local artefacts, history, nature, geology, etc. Perhaps in 
the library.  

• Membury Industrial development is a disgrace to the historical significance of the area, the Council 
has lost an opportunity here to make something good. The area is now an eyesore, standards having 
dropped, no one prepared to take an interest. Historical significance of Membury should firstly be 
recognised and respected by controlling planning and the many dubious developments. Need to be 
careful of over developing places like Membury as it could become over industrialised and lose its 
country charm and history. The Greenfields sites should be preserved.  

• Strongly believe Lambourn has reached capacity for any playground/ business/ housing 
developments due to the capacity of infrastructure and the AONB protection.  



2.6: Health and Wellbeing 

This section is about not only living a safe and healthy life but the leisure, sports, cultural and arts 
activities and facilities to support wellbeing. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. Reducing vandalism 
and anti-social 
behaviour is 
important to me 

Very strong agreement. Consider how design can help reduce ASB and 
vandalism 

2. Public spaces are well 
maintained 

Somewhat agree/notable disagreement. 

3. I want more effective 
links between health 
and social care locally 

Some agreement, with neither agree/disagree. Services are not 
necessarily local and may be difficult to reach. Link with WBC to 
support care in the home. 

4. I greatly value the 
Lambourn GP 
practice and 
pharmacies 

Very strong agreement. 

5. I am in favour of 
more CCTV in the 
Parish 

Strong agreement. (NB Do people know what Is in the Parish?) 

6. I want to be helped 
and enabled to 
manage my own 
health 

Agreement. Local support in managing independence – how support? 

7. Sports facilities in the 
Parish are good 

Cautious agreement. Do facilities need to be better promoted? 

8. Leisure facilities in 
the Parish are good 

Somewhat-ish agreement. 

9. I actively participate 
in the sports and 
leisure facilities in 
the Parish 

Very even response across categories. More work on whether 
parishioners inactive, or going outside Parish? 

10. I would participate in 
sports and leisure 
activities if there 
were more of them 

No clear mandate 

11. I mainly go out of the 
Parish for cultural 
activities  

Agreement 

12. The library is an 
important asset 

Strong agreement 

13. Lambourn Open Day 
is an important part 
of village life 

Fairly strong agreement. Tourism potential. 

14. I greatly value the 
Post Office in 
Lambourn 

Strong agreement. Importance for small businesses – business 
questionnaire? 

15. There is adequate 
access to mental 
health care 

Neither agree or disagree. 

 



SG Objectives: 
 Ensure a range of sports and leisure facilities are available and with capacity in line with the 
population.  
 Further develop the arts and cultural activities and the facilities to support them, to enable rich and 
balanced life for parishioners.  
 Enable the Parish to be a safe, healthy and caring place to live  
Theme validated, but more investigation needed. Cultural offer? 

 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Forum: Responses to Questionnaire on Health and Wellbeing (Section 
2.6)  

1 A/B   2A/B  3A/B  4A/B   5A/B  6A/B  7A/B   8A/B   9A/B 10A/B 11A/B 12A/B  13A/B  14A/B  15A/B  16A/B  
17A/B  18A/B  19A/B  20A/B  21A/B  22A/B  23A/B  24A/B 

    * *       * *       * *        *          * *       * *        * *      *          *             *           *  *       *  *         *             *            *            *           *                             
*             *  *                                                    * 
    * *       * *       * *        *          * *       *           *                                                       *                               *          
     
    * *       *          * *        *           *          *           * 
    * *       *          * *        *                       *           * 
    * *       *          * *        *                       *           * 
    *          *          * *        *                       * 
    *          *          * *        *   
    *          *          * *        * 
    *                          *        * 
    *                          *        * 
    *                          *        * 
    *                          *        * 
    *                          * 
    *                          * 
     *                         * 
   *                           * 
   * 
 
Key: 1. Sports Facilities     10.General Quality of Life  
   19. Tourism 
         2. Outdoor Exercise Opportunities   11. Cultural Facilities   
   20. Library 
         3. Medical Facilities    12. Antisocial Behaviour/CCTV Surveillance
   21. Cycling Provision 
         4. Possible Future Swimming Pool   13. Local development Planning 
   22. General satisfaction 
         5. Social Facilities and Events   14. Focus on Elsewhere   
   23. Social Care 
         6. Community Events    15. Transport    
   24. Shops 
         7. Law and order, and security   16. Litter Removal and discouragement, 
Village Maintenance 
         8. Horse-riding Facilities    17. Traffic Management 
         9. Footpaths, Pavements and Roads  18. Wildlife Observations 
 
A: Dissatisfied;  B: Satisfied 
 

 

 



Health and Wellbeing  

1) Reducing vandalism and anti-social behaviour was important to most respondents 
but people concerned with these problems seemed unaware or dismissive of the 
CCTV provision in place now. 

2) Most of the public areas were considered to be well maintained but Lynch Wood 
(private) and the land between Lynch Lane and the Pools (?) were both mentioned 
as being eyesores. 

3) Many of those responding wished for more effective links between health and 
Social Care, the provision for mental care being highlighted as poor. 

4) Residents valued the Doctors’ surgery and the Chemist, ‘brilliant’, but would 
appreciate greater links with GWHosp. (What do they mean?). 

5) More CCTV was not high on the list of priorities – seen as ineffective? But people 
who cited vandalism and anti-social behaviour as being a problem had asked for 
more CCTV coverage. 

6) The question on managing one’s own health received few comments, was that 
because people did not understand or know what is in place or how the system 
works?  

7) The sports facilities were reported as being under used and in need of 
refurbishment, especially the tennis courts. The question of providing a swimming 
pool and squash courts was raised. The Sports Club is a private club open to all and 
The Lambourn Centre is run by WBC. 

8) Leisure facilities in the Parish are good? The few replies to this question indicated 
satisfaction with the level of provision. But does this apply to all age ranges? 

9) Not many people said they actually used the sports and/or leisure facilities 
available. 

11) Those that replied to this question mentioned The Watermill Theatre and local 
cinemas. 

12) The library was regarded as an asset to the village and should be 
supported/maintained, together with the classes held there. 

13) Lambourn Open Day was ‘not as good as it used to be’ and only benefitting the 
Racing Industry. 

14) The Post Office did not receive many comments at all, neither good nor bad; but 
close it and there would be an outcry! 

15) People thought mental health services provision was poor, mainly due to funding 
issues. 

 

General Comments 

Many of the questions in the Health and Wellbeing section were not answered as 
fully as those in other sections of the survey. Perhaps because users did not return 
the questionnaires or were reluctant to admit to a need for the services of Social 
Services or the Mental Health Team. The answers to the Sport and Leisure section 



also indicated that most respondents were an inactive group. The replies to the 
questions on Reducing Vandalism and Anti-social behaviour raised most ire but it is 
obviously people who live in the Parish who are the main culprits – ironic! 

It was suggested that the Lambourn Open Day was used to publicise the village and 
that B & B provision in the area should be encouraged. Walking, cycling, and riding 
were high on the list of Good Things to do, ‘cultural’ activities were given a lower 
priority. 

The Surgery and Chemist were highly praised with the Library running a close 
second. Both the Old Cricket Field and the recreation area in Mill Lane came in for 
praise too, gripes were mainly litter and the general scruffiness of the centre of the 
village 

 

1) Provide more CCTV around the village. 
2) Tidy up public spaces (back of The Lambourn Centre, area at the end of 

Lynch Lane) 
3) Spruce up the facilities at the Sports Club (how – it’s privately run?) 

  



2.7: Climate Change 

This section is about the extent to which climate change issues should shape our Plan. 

Question Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

1. I am aware that West 
Berkshire Council has 
declared a “Climate Change 
Emergency” 

Even spread across categories -West Berkshire has a 
communication problem here! 

2. Within five years I want to 
do a large part of my 
shopping and access 
services locally 

Agree, but interesting distribution. Mandate to continue 
development of the High Street to enable this. 

3. My next car will be electric Neither agree/disagree. Longer term aspiration??? 

4. I want more footpaths and 
cycleways for short 
journeys 

Strong agreement. Policy to develop cycleways 

5. I want a public transport 
means of getting to the 
local railway station for 
longer journeys 

Strong agreement. Cross reference to other public transport 
issues 

6. I would support initiatives 
for local power generation 
(eg biomass) 

Strong agreement 

7. I need good internet 
facilities to enable me to 
work from home or conduct 
business locally 

Strong agreement. Link to business questionnaire 

8. I would support significant 
tree planting in the area 
consistent with maintaining 
the downland landscape 

Strong agreement. Link to flood mitigation? 

9. I have an electric/hybrid car 
now 

Strong disagreement. 

10. I intend to install an 
alternative energy source in 
my home in the next five 
years 

Neither agree/disagree. May reflect general lack of recognition of 
home heating, as opposed to petrol car use, as an issue. 

11. I expect my home (e.g. gas 
or oil) heating to change 
within 10 years 

Neither agree/disagree. Policy on design and function of new 
homes??? 

12. Environmental Impact 
Assessments should be 
carried out on all major 
new developments 

Strong agreement. Policy on this 

13. Climate change concerns 
have been exaggerated 

Strong disagreement.  

 
SG Objective: 
To encourage low carbon development, maintain Lambourn as a service centre to minimise the need 
to travel for day to day needs.   
Support walking and cycling for short journeys. Investigate biomass production of electricity 
associated with the racing industry.   
To embrace the infrastructure for electric vehicles.  
Minimise flood risk and evaluate drainage and water supply for the future?  
Theme validated. There is a willingness to consider change and an awareness of the importance of 
climate change, but lack of understanding /information on what can be done. 



1 West Berks Council and Climate Emergency (Questions 1 and 13)  
 
Many were not aware about the declaration of a Climate Emergency.  Those that were commented 
that there had been no visible follow up.  Some noted the need for urgency.  Others thought that the 
whole issue was exaggerated and that there were other environmental priorities, such as the promotion 
of biodiversity.  There was some comment that, in cutting bus services and building new roads, West 
Berks was not encouraging the right attitudes. 
 
2 Movement towards and support of local activities (Questions 2, 4 and 6) 
 
There was confusion here about what was meant by ‘local’ in the context of these questions.  
Responders understood that there would not be a major supermarket in the Parish (and would not 
want it).  They were keen to encourage local suppliers, shops and the local market and to educate and 
encourage villagers to use them. 
 
There were comments that cycle ways and paths, as a means of moving outside the village centres, 
would not be useful, but there was also some support for cycle ways between villages.  There were 
comments that the roads are too narrow.  Also that the existing pavements are narrow and uneven.   
 
The principal of local low carbon energy generation was supported in comments.  However, biomass 
was generally disliked on the basis that it would encourage heavy traffic through the area and was of 
low value in the reduction of carbon emission.  There were various calls for wind power to be 
installed, despite the AONB, including at Membury.  There was a call to balance the impact on 
wildlife of any large scale installation. 
 
3 Low Carbon Transport (Questions 3 and 9) 
 
Some people already have electric cars.  Most comments, however, pointed to a reluctance to adopt 
them for a variety of reasons, including the cost, the immaturity of the cars themselves (particularly 
the batteries) and the charging infrastructure, the difficulty of charging when the car was parked away 
from the house (ie kerbside or in a remote garage) and the availability of adequate power in the grid.  
The questions of whether grants or a loan scheme towards the costs of domestic schemes would be 
available was raised or even whether a community investment in a common scheme is feasible. 
 
4 Public Transport (Question 5) 
 
On the question of access to the local railway station, one responder asked for later buses to allow 
return from Newbury on later trains.  It was pointed out that the lack of adequate public transport 
precluded access to the nearest large supermarket (See topic 2, above).  However, better provision of 
public transport was seen as the main ‘game changer’ for a village like Lambourn. 
 
5 Home alternative energy (Questions 10 and 11) 
 
Although generally welcomed (sometimes with resignation), many comments indicated an 
unwillingness to change, due to the overall affordability of electric heating and of PV installations and 
attachment to existing technologies.  A number of people already have solar panels and other devices 
such as heat pumps.  Some boast carbon neutrality at home and with their cars.  The question of grant 
availability was raised, but a wider problem was access to information and advice about the options, 
and the strengths and weaknesses of the systems.  The problem of widespread dependency on oil 
heating across the parish was raised.  District heating or other form of communal heating was 
considered a possibility. 
 
6  Tree Planting (Question 8) 
 
Tree planting in support of reducing carbon in the atmosphere was generally supported, although the 
point was made that the woodlands have to be managed effectively to obtain the benefits over time.  
There was concern over the effect on the visual landscape of numbers of trees planted across the 
downs.  There was also comment on the cutting down of trees within the village without licence.  The 
suggestion of planting wildflower verges was raised.   



 
7 Other points 
 

 Internet provision (Question 7) - those who commented appeared content with 
Gigaclear.  Other comment did not regard the Internet provision as adequate for his needs. 

 
 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) (Question 12) - those who commented 
were surprised this was not already mandatory.  A further comment was that an EIA carried 
out now would surely show that further development could not be justified until the sewer 
system was suitably upgraded. 
 
Recycling - responses described in the current system of waste collection and recycling 
attracted comment as being generally extremely poor and not fit for purpose.  There should be 
additional recycling points within the village. 
 
Pollution - the level of pollution in the Woodlands area was raised as an environmental issue 
that needs urgent attention.   
 

 
  



2.8: New or Improved Community Facilities 

If the Neighbourhood Plan is formally approved, the Parish Council will get 25% of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy instead of 10%. This is a charge on new development which is paid to local 
authorities to help them provide the infrastructure needed to support development. While this is 
not the reason for adopting a Neighbourhood Plan, it will provide a greater ability for us to improve 
community facilities. 

Please use the box below to highlight anything big or small you would like to see developed or 
enhanced for the community as a result of new developments in the coming years. 

 

My priority for new or improved community facilities are: 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
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Likes and Dislikes:



















































 



Residents' Survey: Likes and Dislikes
Like
1. Amenities

2. Local atmosphere
3. Proximity to Newbury

1. Living in the countryside but having access to shops and services (not being 
isolated)
2. Outdoor environment for running cycling and walking
3. Being able to find out about local history and seeing historical 
buildings/landscapes
Peaceful
1. The community spirit
2. Coming from London, it's nice to walk up the street in the mornings and 
mostly everyone says hello and good morning
1. The history of the area and the sense of community
2.The racing link/history
3. The wide range of shops and facilities available
1. Community spirit
2.Quiet, rural location with easy access to fantastic countryside
3. facilities - good range of shops, eateries & pubs



Dislike
1. Overcrowded High Street parking and parking on double yellow lines. Needs 
stricter enforcing.
2. Poor location of bus stops creates traffic jams.
3. No CCTV in High Street. Too many yobs use the Wine Bar and create 
problems.
1. Still reliant on a car and having to use it most days

2. Limited public transport for my teenager when she moves on to college/work
1. The antisocial behaviour

2. the rise in drug related problems
3. lack of a visible police presence

1. The antisocial youths hanging around the Lambourn village square at all hours
2. The historic flooding issues - once fixed but are they being maintained?
3. The desire to add more and more new houses to the area
1. Lack of police presence & response times
2. Crime and antisocial behaviour
3. Poor and in some places dangerous road surface condition. Pot holes which will be 
lethal to road users, e.g. cyclists


