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Appendix R - Racehorse Training Industry 

1.1.90. It should be noted that Neighbourhood Plan Policy L 17 refers 
specifically to the Horseracing Industry, (HRI) and seeks to assist Planning 
Officers and others when dealing with the HRl's special requirements. 
Other equestrian development should refer to Policy CS12 of the adopted 
Core Strategy and emerging policy DC37in the LPR. 

Housing for the Racehorse Industry 

1.1.91. To inform Policy L 17, a number of surveys were conducted to better 
understand the current and future accommodation needs of those 
working in the racehorse training industry in Lambourn. 

1.1.92. In June 2023, Racing Welfare carried out a targeted survey of nine local 
training yards, complemented by in-person discussions with four 
additional trainers and ten racing staff. The feedback came from a diverse 
range of operations, employing anywhere from 8 to 150 staff and 
provided valuable insights into housing pressures across the sector. 

1.1.93. Building on this, the Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Steering Group (LNDPSG) undertook two further surveys in May 2024 -
one directed at racing staff, which received 173 responses and another 
aimed at trainers, receiving 15 responses. 

1.1.94. The evidence gathered across all three surveys clearly highlights a 
significant and ongoing need for well-located, appropriate 
accommodation linked to RTI operations. This supports the case for 
guiding future development toward village centres or within existing RTI 
sites, where proposals are consistent with Design Codes and demonstrate 
a clear operational need. 

1.1.95. For more information on housing need in the RTI, see the Racing Staff 
Housing Needs Survey (May 2024), the Trainers' Housing Needs Survey 
(May 2024) and the Racing Welfare Housing Needs Survey (June 2023). 

Facilities 

1.1.96. A modern training yard could be expected to demonstrate that it has: 

• An appropriate number of boxes, including isolation boxes.

2 Site LAMB is situated in Lambourn Woodlands, with LAMKHS on the road leading south of Lambourn. 
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Climate Change and Sustainability 

1.1.108. In Lambourn, the intricate tapestry of horseracing culture intertwines with 
pressing environmental concerns, encapsulated by issues such as stable waste 
management, achieving nutrient neutrality, water usage and safeguarding 
biodiversity across gallops. These concerns are pivotal as they affect the 
sustainability of the region's ecosystem and its resilience in the face of climate 
change. 

1.1.109. The significance of horseracing to Lambourn cannot be overstated, not only as 
an economic driver but also as a custodian of local heritage and community 
identity. It stands as a cornerstone of the area's cultural fabric, nurturing 
generations of horse trainers, jockeys, and enthusiasts alike. As policies are 
crafted to address environmental challenges, they must delicately balance 
preservation with progress, aiming to uphold existing infrastructures while 
fostering sustainable growth practices. 

1.1.110. Maintaining the integrity of stable waste management is paramount. Efforts 
which focus on innovative waste reduction strategies and efficient recycling 
systems within training yards and stables will be supported. Examples of these 
include PYREG bio-char technology and Pruex's use of beneficial microbes to 
dry animal waste and reduce ammonia Additionally, achieving nutrient 
neutrality is crucial to mitigate the impact of runoff on local water systems, 
ensuring that soil health is preserved while minimising environmental harm, see 
Policy L3/L7 /L9/L6. 

1.1.111. In terms of irrigation and water usage, sustainable practices such as rainwater 
harvesting, and efficient water recycling technologies should be encouraged. 
These measures not only reduce the strain on local water resources but also 
contribute to the overall sustainability of the horseracing industry in Lambourn. 

1.1.112. Furthermore, schemes to support biodiversity on the gallops are essential. 
Enhancing natural habitats and green spaces can support local flora and fauna, 
contributing to a more balanced ecosystem while offering recreational benefits 
to the community. Link this to Policy L7 Biodiversity perhaps just say. 

 

 


