
For the attention of Mr Mead 
 
Dear Mr Mead, 
I’m not sure whether it is possible to make this point at this stage of the Planning 
Process but if a Public Footpath had been proposed at the outset of deliberations I am 
positive that it would not have been selected. In my view the consultation is fatally 
flawed. There are many factors which mitigate against a Public Footpath and potentially 
play space for bored youngsters a)The purpose of a Cemetery By its nature a Cemetery 
is a place of silence and personal reflection. Mourners come to pay their respects 
within their own religious traditions or none. They would not want people playing about 
amongst the graves and along the footpath b)The Hungerford Tragedy and Moslem 
Burial Plot In 1987 16 citizens of our town were murdered by a gunman. One is these 
was a , an elderly Gentleman of Pakistani heritage, The majority of those killed 
were buried in the Town Cemetery. The family of  wanted him to be buried in this 
Cemetery. This was achieved when Special Dispensation was obtained from the C of E 
authorities for a Moslem Burial plot to be located in consecrated Christian ground. 
Since 1987 members of  family have been buried there Why should a Public 
Footpath and its attendant problems potentially affect such an excellent arrangement? 
C) Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
In the Cemetery there are 13 CWG’s which are maintained , on a voluntary basis by 3 
members of the Hungerford Branch of the RBL( including myself) It is my view that a 
Public Footpath through the Cemetery would break the silence and also encourage Anti 
Social behaviour which, especially, would have a detrimental effect on the Moslem and 
CW graves I could elaborate about the failure to satisfactorily address vehicular access 
in the original Consultation but that is being addressed by you I hope the above is of 
help.  
Yours John Parry 




