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This is the text of the Public Rights of Way Policy in the approved version of the Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan: 
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3. Complies with the Duty to Co-operate 
 
Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what ‘Duty to Cooperate’ means. 
 
Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?  

 

Yes  
 No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

It is beyond the remit of the Forum to give an opinion on this question. 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

A specific policy on Public Rights of way should be added to the Local Plan: 
Public Rights of Way 
Development proposals will be permitted where the proposals do not adversely affect the Public 
Right of Way (PROW) network and, where possible, enhance it. When considering the adverse 
impacts consideration will be given to whether: 
• The proposal maintains the character of the PROWs within the development or 
adjacent to it; 
• The proposal maintains the existing route during construction or, when this is 
impossible, propose an acceptable alternative route; 
• PROW should be reinstated as soon as is practicable; and 
• Opportunities are proposed that would secure appropriate, improved access, to the 
countryside. 
The text that has been added to Policy SP10 (Green Infrastructure) complements this proposal for a 
new policy, and should be retained. 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes  No    

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  
 The Forum wishes to have the opportunity to explain the importance of public rights of way, and 
how a specific policy is necessary to have a specific policy in order to protect their character. This is 
particularly important for any new sites that are proposed during the plan period, as these will not 
have a site policy in the Local Plan that addresses concerns that are specific to that site. 
We might also wish to comment on any West Berkshire Council response to the Forum’s submission 
relating to the legislation applicable to Public Rights of Way. 
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Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
 
6. Notification of Progress of the Local Plan Review 
 
Do you wish to be notified of any of the following?  
 
Please tick all that apply: Tick 

The submission of the Local Plan Review for Independent Examination  

The publication of the report of the Inspector appointed to carry out the examination  

The adoption of the Local Plan Review   
 
Please ensure that we have either an up to date email address or postal address at which we can 
contact you.  You can amend your contact details by logging onto your account on the Local Plan 
Consultation Portal or by contacting the Planning Policy team.  
 

Signature 

 

Date 
Approved by a meeting of the 
Mid and West Berkshire Local 
Access Forum on 25th January 
2023 

 
Your completed representations must be received by the Council by 4:30pm on  
Friday 3 March 2023. 




