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THE WEST BERKSHIRE MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC 

         
 

OPENING STATEMENT BY WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCIL 
         

 

1. West Berkshire Council (“the Council”) is pleased to present the West Berkshire 

Minerals and Waste Local Plan (“the MWLP”) for public examination. The Council is 

grateful to the Inspector for the notes and guidance he has provided to date, and also to 

the Programme Officer for all of his hard work in organising the administration of the 

examination, especially given the added complications of it being a virtual event.  

2. The Council would also like to thank all of those who have participated in the 

examination by submitting their views on the MWLP. We look forward to discussing the 

various issues raised in those representation over the coming days.  

3. The MWLP will provide the planning framework for minerals and waste development in 

West Berkshire, setting out a long-term vision to 2037. It will replace all saved policies 

in the now very dated local plans for minerals and waste from the late 1990s. 

4. The MWLP has been in preparation since 2013, with the first Issues and Options 

consultation taking place in early 2014. Since then, the Council has sought to engage 

with members of the public, operators and landowners in order to prepare a sound plan 

that serves the best interests of West Berkshire. The Council greatly appreciates the time 

that consultees have taken to help shape the MWLP, albeit appreciating that it is not 

possible to meet the aspirations of every respondent.  

5. Preparing a development plan document is no mean feat, and the considerable efforts and 

expertise of a team of officers and external consultants have enabled the MWLP to be 

prepared and submitted for examination. 

6. Given the nature of any development plan document, it is inevitably going to attract 

comment from those who reasonably disagree with the approach taken by the Council. 

The purpose of the multiple rounds of consultation and now this public examination is 

for those points to be aired and discussed, with a view to assisting the Inspector in his 

determination of soundness and legal compliance. All of the comments received have 
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been taken on board, and the consultation has indeed resulted in the Council identifying 

a number of proposed changes to the text of the plan. 

7. In relation to minerals, the MWLP has sought to balance the two objectives identified in 

para. 209 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021 (“NPPF”): 

(1) The “essential” need to ensure that “there is a sufficient supply of minerals to 

provide the infrastructure, buildings, energy and goods”; 

(2) The importance of making the “best use” of minerals to “secure their long-term 

conservation”, recognising that they are a “finite natural resource, and can only be 

worked where they are found”.  

8. As required by para. 210(b) of the NPPF, the MWLP “so far as practicable” takes account 

of “the contribution that substitute or secondary and recycled materials and minerals 

waste would make to the supply of materials, before considering extraction of primary 

materials, whilst aiming to source minerals supplies indigenously”.  

9. The Council is acutely conscious of other important requirements in the NPPF (at para. 

210(f)) to ensure that permitted and proposed minerals operations do not have 

unacceptable adverse impacts on the natural and historic environment and (at para. 

211(a)) to provide as far as practical for the maintenance of landbanks of non-energy 

minerals from outside Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (inter alia). The decision to 

allocate a site for soft sand extraction in the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (“AONB”) was not taken lightly, but is considered to be based on the 

required “exceptional circumstances”, having regard to all available evidence.  

10. The end result in the MWLP is a plan which enables the Council to sustainably maintain 

a steady and adequate supply of aggregates, in compliance with para. 213 of the NPPF.  

11. With regard to waste, the MWLP’s objectives include enhancing waste management in 

West Berkshire, driving waste up the Waste Hierarchy, directing waste development to 

the most appropriate locations, and maintaining net self-sufficiency over the plan period. 

12. The Council’s team look forward to assisting the Inspector with this examination. 

MATTHEW FRASER 
Landmark Chambers 

180 Fleet Street, London 
1 February 2022 


