
Withdrawal of Boot Farm (MW004) and Manor Farm (MW0130 
 
Following the publication of documents in December 2019 for the January 2020 Council meeting regarding approval to consult on 
the Proposed Submission Minerals and Waste Local Plan (MWLP), one of the sites proposed for allocation was withdrawn (Boot 
Farm, MW004). A second site not proposed for allocation (Manor Farm, MW013), was also withdrawn at the same time. As a result, 
the Proposed Submission MWLP was removed from the Council meeting in January 2020, while the Council considered the options 
for moving the plan forward.  
 
The revised Proposed Submission MWLP was published and approved for consultation in December 2020. The plan was formally 
consulted on in January – February 2021.  
 
The Boot Farm site originally proposed for allocation was removed from the plan, and the SA/SEA updated to state that the site had 
been withdrawn and therefore, was no longer available for allocation. However, reference to both the previously allocated site, and 
the other withdrawn site remain in some documents without reference to their withdrawal.  The Council are now taking the 
opportunity to provide this note to outline these instances, and how the evidence base should be read to reflect these 
circumstances:  
 
The references to the withdrawn sites are found in the following places and changes proposed as follows with additions underlined 
and deletions notated through strikethrough:   
 

Document Reference Notes Change 

Proposed 
Submission Plan 

Chapter 7 
Monitoring 
Framework (pg.81) 
Site Policies 

Reference to Policy 
30: Boot Farm still 
included.  
 
Delete as Minor 
Modification to the 
Plan.  

Delete Policy 30: Boot Farm. Update policies in table 

SA/SEA Non-
technical Summary 

Pg. 9 Sharp Sand 
and Gravel (para 3) 

Reference to Manor 
farm still included.  
 

Seven sites were proposed as preferred options, from which 
choices would need to be made as to which sites to take 
forward for allocation in the final version of the plan. Following 
the preferred options two sites were withdrawn from 



No reference to 
withdrawal of the 
two sites.  
 

consideration in the plan (MW004 Boot Farm and MW013 
Manor Farm). While all the sites were considered to be 
potentially suitable for allocation various factors, mainly 
affecting the deliverability of the sites within the plan period, 
have ruled a number of sites out for allocation in the plan 
(MW008 Firlands, MW012 Wasing Lower Farm,MW013 
Manor Farm , MW016 Waterside Farm). Of the remaining 
sites, MW007 Cowpond Piece is considered to have a 
potentially significant impact on ecology and therefore, as 
there are other sites considered suitable for development this 
site is not proposed to be taken forward. One site is 
considered suitable for development and has been proposed 
for allocation in the plan (MW015 Tidney Bed).  
 

SA/SEA Section 5.1.2.1 
Mineral sites (pg. 
65) 

No reference to 
withdrawn sites 
included.  
 
  

The remaining 15 sites are considered to be realistic 
alternatives for development for their respective mineral 
resource and therefore, have been subject to site assessment 
and SA/SEA. The comments made during the ‘Sites 
Consultation’ in summer 2016 have also been taken into 
account as part of the site assessment process. The detailed 
Site Assessments and SA/SEA are included in appendix 6. 
Following the Preferred Options consultation, and prior to the 
Proposed Submission consultation (although after the 
Proposed Submission plan had been published) 2 sites were 
withdrawn, Boot Farm (WM004) and Manor Farm (MW013). 
Boot Farm had been included in the original Proposed 
Submission Plan as a site for allocation, therefore, the 
withdrawal of the site delayed the consultation on the 
Proposed Submission plan. The SA/SEA has now been 
updated to remove these sites from the assessment, although 
they were included in the Proposed Submission consultation 
document for completeness.  



Sharp Sand and 
Gravel Sites Table 
(pg. 65) 

Boot Farm (pg. 66) 
and Manor Farm 
(pg. 70) still included 
in table 

Delete Boot Farm entry 
 
Delete Manor Farm entry 

Site Selection 
Summary (pg. 75) 

Boot Farm and 
Manor Farm still 
included in summary  

Boot Farm and Manor Farm have been withdrawn from 
consideration for allocation by the landowner, and so are no 
longer available. Concerns have been raised regarding the 
deliverability of Boot Farm (MW004), Manor Farm (MW013), 
Wasing Lower Farm (MW012) and Firlands (MW008). Boot 
Farm has been withdrawn from consideration for allocation by 
the landowner, and so is no longer available. There are 
shooting rights on the Manor Farm site, which mean that at 
the current time the site is not considered deliverable. The site 
at Wasing Lower Farm was proposed to be an extension to 
an existing quarry granted permission in 2013. No work has 
started on the site, and therefore, there is uncertainty over the 
deliverability of the site within the plan period. As a result 
neither of these sites are now proposed for allocation. There 
are concerns over the access arrangements regarding the site 
at Firlands which mean that the site is not currently 
considered to be deliverable.  
 

Section 5.1.3 The 
Sequential Test (pg. 
76) 

Boot Farm still 
included in text 

Tidney Bed (MW015) is located partly within flood zone 3 
(44%), with the majority of the site at risk from groundwater 
flooding. However, the only other sites considered as a 
preferred option with a lower flood risk than Tidney Bed 
(MW015) are Boot Farm (MW004), Cowpond Piece 
(MW007) and Firlands (MW008). Boot Farm (MW004) has 
been withdrawn from consideration for allocation by the 
landowner and so is no longer available. Cowpond Piece 
(MW007) is not considered acceptable for development in 
ecological terms, and there are questions over the 



deliverability of the site at Firlands (MW008) due to access 
constraints. The layout and design of the site will need to take 
into account the flood risk, directing buildings and plant 
equipment (if required) to the areas of the site at least risk of 
flooding 
 

SA/SEA Appendix 6 
Site Assessments 

Pg. 14 Boot Farm 
Site Assessments 

Site assessment for 
Boot Farm still 
included 

Delete Site Assessment form and SA/SEA forms for Boot 
Farm 

 Pg. 67 Manor Farm 
Site Assessments 

Site assessments 
for Manor Farm still 
included 

Delete Site Assessment form and SA/SEA forms for Manor 
Farm 

SA/SEA Appendix 7 
Sequential Test 
Summary Table 

Table Boot Farm and 
Manor Farm still 
included in table 

Remove entry for Boot Farm and Manor Farm 

Site Selection 
Methodology 

Pg. 1 No reference to 
sites having been 
wirthdrawn 

29 sites (19 mineral sites, 10 waste sites) were submitted to 
the Council for consideration for allocation in the Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan through the Call for Sites in 2014. Of these 
five sites were subsequently withdrawn. The remaining 24 
sites were consulted on as part of the Sites Consultation in 
2016. One site was withdrawn following this consultation 
(MW019 – Colthrop Energy Recovery), with two other sites 
combined into a single site (MW021 Reading Quarry Energy 
Recovery combined with MW022 Reading Quarry), leaving 22 
sites for consideration (15 mineral sites, 1 mineral processing 
plant and 6 waste sites) for allocation in the plan (list included 
in Appendix 1).  Two further sites were withdrawn in 
December 2019 from consideration in the plan (MW004 Boot 
Farm and MW013 Manor Farm).  
 
The remaining 15 mineral sites have been subject to site 
assessment and sustainability appraisal as they are 



considered to be reasonable alternatives for allocation 
through the plan. Sites were considered in three categories, 
depending on the proposed development and mineral 
resource: 

 Sharp Sand and Gravel Sites (12 10 sites) 

 Soft Sand Sites (3 sites) 

 Waste Sites (2 sites) 
 

Appendix 1 Boot Farm and 
Manor Farm 
included in table 

Delete sites from table 

Appendix 3 Boot Farm and 
Manor Farm 
included in table 

Delete sites from table 

Highways and 
Transport Topic 
Paper 

Section 2.1 Boot 
Farm (pg. 2) 

Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Section 2.6 Manor 
Farm (pg. 9) 

Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Heritage 
Assessment 

Page 7 Boot Farm Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 



Page 16 Manor 
Farm 

Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Landscape 
Assessment 

Boot Farm Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Manor Farm Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Ecology 
Assessment 

Boot Farm Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

Manor Farm Technical 
assessment carried 
out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 

SFRA Boot Farm / Manor 
Farm 

Technical 
assessment carried 

 



out prior to 
withdrawal retained 
in document for 
completeness 

 
 
 


