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The Community Learning Newsletter - Autumn 2018 
Focusing on Adult Learning in West Berkshire

The skier Eddie ‘the Eagle’ 
Edwards presented the 16th 
annual Learner Achievement 
Awards in June at Shaw 
House, Newbury. 

In an inspiring and engaging 
speech he highlighted 
his journey to success 
and demonstrated the 
importance of self-belief 
and resilience when working 
towards success which 
included returning to learning 
in his 40s to gain a Law 
degree.

The awards celebrate the 
success of adult learning 
in West Berkshire and 
cover a range of education 
opportunities including 
apprenticeships, vocational 
and professional training and 
courses that address wider 
community and personal needs 
such as improving health 
and wellbeing, developing 
communities and supporting 
families.

This year’s winners included 
Gladys Morris who is 95 years 
old and a regular learner on 

Newbury College’s Keeping Active 
course, Toria Hennessey for 
her outstanding achievement in 
addressing mental health issues 
through education and Swift 
Logistics Group for the work they 
do to support adults to return to 
learning and develop employment 
skills. 

Further information on the 2018 
award winners is available at 
www.westberks.gov.uk/laa2018

it Happen
Learner Achievement Awards 2018

Award Winners 2018

www.westberks.gov.uk/laa2018


Newbury College Principal 
Iain Wolloff is the new Principal 
at Newbury College following 
Anne Murdoch’s retirement in 
February 2018. Ian was previously 
Deputy Principal at Farnborough 
College of Technology where he 
was instrumental in all aspects 
of quality improvement and 
established the University Centre 
at the College.

Tutor Forum 
The 2018/19 Tutor Forum 
will take place on Friday, 2nd 
November 2018 at Shaw House, 
Newbury. The Forum is open 
to all community learning tutors 
and project managers and the 
programme will include: designing 
learning aims and objectives; 
communicating PREVENT to the 

learner; introducing CL providers 
and a review of the 2017/18 
academic year.

For more informations contact 
the Community Learning team at 
aclteam@westberks.gov.uk or 
01635 519060
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The government is currently 
conducting a review of post 18 
education and training which may 
have an impact on the future of 
adult and family learning. The 
review is due for completion 

in early 2019. Further details 
are available at:   www.gov.
uk/government/publications/
review-of-post-18-education-and-
funding-terms-of-reference

National Update 

Regional Update
Building Better Opportunities 
(BBO) 
There are two BBO initiatives 
running across Berkshire: 
Stronger Together (led by Reading 
Borough Council) and Building 
Family Bridges (led by the WEA). 
Both projects focus on improving 
education and employment 
opportunities for adults through 
working in partnership with locally 
based voluntary and community 
organisations and education 
providers. West Berkshire Council 
has recruited Louise Thornton as 

BBO Employment Adviser to work 
with Council services and partners 
to target hard to reach adults 
across the district. 

Soft Outcomes Study 
The cross Berkshire soft outcomes 
study was completed in July 2018. 
The study developed two tools to 
measure the impact of learning 
on communication, confidence, 
resilience and motivation. Further 
information including copies of 
both tools and instructions on use 
will be available at the November 
Tutor Forum

Iain Woolloff, Principal,  
Newbury College

Tutor Forum 2016

Local Update

www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-post-18-education-and-funding-terms-of-reference
www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-post-18-education-and-funding-terms-of-reference
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Alex Teixeira recently joined the 
Community Leaning team as 
Community Learning Officer. 
With experience in teaching 

and supporting young adults in 
learning and employment she 
will be working with community 
learning providers to deliver 
courses and develop new 
opportunities.

Alex previously worked in adult 
social care and originates from 
Portugal where she was a teacher 
before moving to the UK in 2012. 
She loves art and photography 
and her favourite artists are Frida 
Kahlo and Henri Cartier-Bresson.

Alex can be contacted on 
alex.teixeira@westberks.gov.uk 
or telephone 01635 519986
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Another good year
The 2017/18 academic year was 
another busy and successful 
one for the West Berkshire 
Community Learning service. With 
a continual focus on supporting 
families, developing health and 
wellbeing, building communities 
and improving learning and 
employment opportunities the 
service supported the delivery of 

a wide range of adult and family 
learning provision.

As we move in to 2018-19 we look 
forward to an exciting year with 
new providers, new venues and 
exciting new projects.

Thank you for all your hard work 
and support and best wishes for a 
successful year ahead.

The community Learning 
continues to delivery wide and 
innovative service and advice 
families across the district.

Here are the 2017/18 statistics 
that demonstrate the success we 
had last year.

Welcome to Alex

Alex Teixeira, 
Community Learning Officer

28%  Learners have a  
learning difficulty/disability

22 Individual learning providers 

339 Courses delivered  
in West Berkshire 

39 Community venues 

20%  Learners aged 
60+ years

2298 Adults enrolled 
on a course

2017/18 in Numbers
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The Corn Exchange focuses  
on family wellbeing

Starting in 
January 
the Corn 
Exchange 
is launching 
a new 
‘Wellbeing in 

the Family’ course aimed at 
families in need of extra support. 
Supported by the Community 
Education Fund the course is free 
of charge and provides support, 
creative activities and specialist 
information to help parents and 
their families become more 
physically, emotionally, socially, 
educationally and spiritually 

healthy. It will include a variety of 
activities from meditation to first 
aid and will culminate in a trip to 
see a family show at the Corn 
Exchange theatre. 

Wellbeing in the Family is open on 
a referral basis from organisations 
already supporting families in 
West Berkshire, including schools 
and Family Hubs.

For more information contact 
Sarah Gregson on email 
sarahg@cornexchangenew.co.uk 
or telephone 01635 582666 

The Community Learning 
team is working with 
Public Health to support 
a chess education 
programme aimed at 
vulnerable adults in West 
Berkshire.

Delivered by Chess in 
Schools and Communities 
(CSC) the course focuses 
on the basic rules and 
moves of chess and 
targets adults with issues 
around concentration, 
memory loss and mental 
health.

The tutor, Jon Lloyd is 
an experienced chess 
player and is keen to 
build on the experience 
and success the course 
has had in Bracknell 
to improve the lives of 
vulnerable adults. 

The course will run on 
Tuesdays from 3pm to 
4pm at Newbury Library 
until the 20th November.

For more information 
& registration contact 
Jon Lloyd on telephone 
01344 454000 or email: 
jonll58@btinternet.com

Community 
Chess

Parenting Special Children 
provides specialist support for 
Berkshire families who have 
children and young people with 
special needs. Supported by 
the Community Learning team 
this year’s course programme 
includes:

Time out for Special Needs  A 7 
week course at the Calcot & East 
Family Hub

Time out for ADHD  A 5 week 
course delivered at Thatcham 
Central Family Hub

Parents feedback:

“This course has given me so 
many strategies and made me 
more confident as a parent” (Time 
out for ADHD)

“The course was extremely 
helpful. The information and 
teaching were very good, and 
meeting other parents with similar 
issues was invaluable” (Time out 
for Special Needs)

For more information or to book a 
place go to 
www.parentingspecialchildren.
co.uk or call 01189 863532

Parenting Special Children

mailto:sarahg%40cornexchangenew.co.uk?subject=
www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
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Berkshire School of  
English learners

Free Courses for the Voluntary and 
Community Sector

Join the Berkshire 
School of  English to 
celebrate the different 
communities across 
the district.

The West Berkshire 
World Food Day is 
a multicultural food 
feast that reflects 
the wide range of  
cultures, food and 
people who live and 
work across the 
district.

The event will be 
held at the Riverside 
Community Centre on 
Sunday, 18 November 
from 12:30pm to 
2:30pm

More info:  
01635 45900  
info@berkshireschoolof 
english.co.uk

West 
Berkshire 

World Food 
Day 

The Berkshire School of English 
(BSE) has recently been 
appointed a ‘Recognised Centre 
for Laser Learning Awards’ and is 
now offering accredited English 
courses in addition to their 
established non-accredited ESOL 
programme. 

One of the new courses, entitled 
Kick Start Adult Literacy, is 
specifically aimed at native 

speakers who have basic literacy 
needs. This free course will be 
delivered from the BSE’s main 
training centre in Cheap Street, 
Newbury starting 10th September 
to 24 July. Late entrants are 
welcome.

For more information contact 
Clare Middleton on Clare@
berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk 
or telephone 01635 45900.

New English Qualifications

The Volunteer Centre West 
Berkshire has organised the 
following free courses to support 
voluntary and community 
organisations:

• Children and Young People 
Safeguarding Level 1 Training 
4 October 2018, 9:30-12:30

• Bid Writing Course 
11 October 2018, 19:00-20:30

• Exploring the Charity 
Commission Guidance 
‘The Essential Trustee’ 
8 November 2018, 19:00-
20:30

• Children and Young People 
Safeguarding Level 1 Training 
6 December 2018, 9:30-12:30

For more information contact 
Laura Hunter at 

laura@vcwb.org.uk 
or telephone 01635 49004

mailto:info%40berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk?subject=
mailto:Clare%40berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk?subject=
mailto:Clare%40berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk?subject=


How apprenticeships can work for you
If  you are over 16 years you may be eligible for an apprenticeship 
covering a wide range of  levels and subjects. The training involves 
working for an employer to gain the required work skills and experience 
and often attending a college or training provider to cover the knowledge 
based aspects of  the programme.

An apprenticeship can range from a level 2 (intermediate) to level 6/7 
(degree) and can take between 1 to 5 years to complete depending on 
the level and format. 

All apprentices are paid at least the minimum wage although many 
employers pay higher rates. In addition there are paid holidays and no 
tuition costs for the learner, these are paid either by the government or 
through the employer’s apprenticeship levy.

For more information on apprenticeship programmes go to 
www.getingofar.gov.uk/about-apprenticeships

A Great Start for Young Adults
Elevate Engagement Officer Alex Pye works with a range of  young adults 
between the ages of  16 and 24 years to support them to access training 
and employment. A number of  his clients have successfully completed the 
Great Start Study programme which is delivered by West Berkshire Training 
Consortium and includes a work experience placement, modules in work skills 
and safeguarding and the opportunity gain Level 2 maths and English. 

The programme has been designed to address both the needs of  young people and local employers 
and has had excellent success in enabling young adults to access paid employment.

For more information on the Great Start Study programme go to www.wbtc-uk.com/great-start

To find out more about Elevate West Berkshire go to the Elevate Me website 
or email elevate@westberks.gov.uk
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cinema

Parkway

Advice and support on employment, work experience, 
volunteering and mentoring for 16-24 year olds in West Berkshire

Elevate West Berkshire News

Alex Pye,  
Engagement Officer, Elevate 
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The Community Learning 
Partnership aims to develop 
joint working opportunities 
to support the development 
of learning opportunities that 
improve the lives of people who 
live, work and volunteer in West 
Berkshire. Partners work together 
to focus funding on 
community groups, 
increase participation 
in education, 
address the needs of 
disadvantaged learners 
from all backgrounds 
and to develop good 
health and social well-
being, especially for 
older learners.

The next Community Learning 
Partnership meeting is at 10am on 
Tuesday, 6 November at Newbury 
College.

To become a member go to 
www.westberks.gov.uk/clp and 
complete an online registration 
form.

New data protection legislation 
was introduced in May 2018 
which aims to protect the privacy 
of EU citizens and prevent data 
breaches. It will apply to all 
organisations processing personal 
data and brings new obligations 
on data controllers and data 
processors. 

Community learning reassures 
all partners that we only take the 
information we need to perform 
our public duties. These public 

duties are outlined within the Data 
Protection Act 1998 and the new 
EU directive 2016 – known as 
GDPR.

For further information about how 
the Council and our funding body, 
the ESFA, use personal data go 
to the community learning privacy 
notice at www.westberks.gov.uk/
pncommunitylearning and the 
ESFA privacy notice at www.gov.
uk/government/publications/esfa-
privacy-notice

Community Learning Partnership

GDPR - How we use your information

Family Hubs
The Community Learning 
Service works with West 
Berkshire Family Hubs to 
delivery a range of family 
learning programmes  
that focus on educating 
adults to support the 
personal development of 
their children.

Launched in 2016, the 
Hubs aim to promote 
and encourage families 
to live healthier lifestyles 
by providing access to 
early years education 
and key support services 
including, housing, 
health, employment and 
training.

For more information go 
to https://info.westberks.
gov.uk/article/27781

www.westberks.gov.uk/pncommunitylearning
www.westberks.gov.uk/pncommunitylearning
www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-privacy-notice
www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-privacy-notice
www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-privacy-notice
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/27781
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/27781


We are committed to being accessible to everyone. If you require 
this document in an alternative format or translation, please call the 

Community Learning Team on Telephone 01635 519060.
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Contact Us:
Community Learning Team 

West Berkshire Council, West Street House 
West Street, Newbury 
Berkshire. RG14 1BZ

Tel: 01635 519060. 
e-mail: aclteam@westberks.gov.uk

Useful West 
Berkshire 
Contacts
Ian Pearson, Head of 
Education Service, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519729 
ipearson@westberks.gov.uk

Mark Browne, Post 16 
Adviser, West Berkshire Council 
07766 367018 
mbrowne@westberks.gov.uk  

Alison Prudden, CL Principal 
Officer, West Berkshire Council 
01635 519025 
aprudden@westberks.gov.uk

Sarah Hemmings , 
Community Learning Manager, 
Newbury College 
01635 845236 s-hemmings@
newbury-college.ac.uk

Learner Services and 
Information, 
Newbury College 
01635 845000 
or visit the website on 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk

U3A Newbury, 
01635 524099 
http://u3asites.org.uk/newbury/
home

U3A Thatcham, 
01635 864364 
http://u3asites.org.uk/
thatcham/home

Tim Parry, 
Chief Executive, CCB 
0773 888 7611 
tim.parry@ccberks.org.uk

Jon Thompson, West 
Berkshire Training Consortium, 
01635 35975 
jon@wbtc-uk.com

Sabina Trowbridge, WEA, 
01753 554456 
STrowbridge@wea.org.uk

Ruth Pearse CEO, 
Parenting Special Children 
ruth@
parentingspecialchildren.
co.uk  0118 986 3532

National Careers Service 
0800 100 900

Venues for hire
Riverside Centre, Clay Hill, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 332700 
Email: clayhillra@gmail.com

Adventure Dolphin, Pangbourne 
Tel: 0118 984 3162 
Email: adventuredolphin@westberks.gov.uk 
 activityteam@westberks.gov.uk

Phoenix Resource Centre, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 520150

Newbury College, Newbury 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk/room-hire.html

West Family Wellbeing Hub, Newbury 
Contact: Sally Lawson - slawson@victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk

Central Family Wellbeing Hub, Thatcham 
Contact: Paula Craven - paula.craven@westberks.gov.uk

East Family Wellbeing Hub, Calcot 
Contact: Jo Roberts - joanne.roberts@westberks.gov.uk

Hungerford and Area Family Wellbeing Centre 
Contact: Shelly Hambrecht 
Shelly@hungerfordnursery.w-berks.sch.uk

Newbury Community Resource Centre 
(Free room hire and car parking for VCS organisations) 01635 43933

West Berkshire Libraries 
(Low rates for Community Learning Providers) 
library@westberks.gov.uk
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