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The Community Learning Newsletter - Autumn 2017 
Focusing on Adult Learning in West Berkshire

The West Berkshire community 
learning service had another 
successful year in 2016/17 with 
new providers, new venues and 
exciting new projects.

The service continued to target 
vulnerable adults and families 
across four main themes: 
Employment and Further 
Learning, Families, Health 
and Wellbeing and Developing 
Communities. 

With around 2,500 adults enrolled 
on 435 courses in 50 different 
venues the service worked with 
24 education providers across 
West Berkshire including four new 
organisations:  Recovery In Mind, 
Solutions4Health, Berkshire 
School of English and Browns 
CIC. 

As highlighted at its last 
Ofsted inspection Community 
Learning’s success is the result 
of outstanding partnership work 
with both local organisations and 
other Council services including 
Libraries, Public Health, Adult 
Social Care and the Family Hubs. 

The year also saw a range of CPD 
initiatives including the annual 
Tutor Forum and classroom 
observation training to develop 
teaching and learning, self 
assessment training to support 
effective planning and a cross 
Berkshire soft outcome study to 
measure the impact of learning 
on issues such as confidence, 
loneliness and resilience. 

it Happen

Another Good Year

2428 Adults enrolled  
on a course

24 Individual providers 

435  Course delivered in West 
Berkshire

50 Community venues 

21%  Learners aged 60+ years

23%  Learners have a  
learning difficulty/disability 

The Year in 
Numbers

www.recoveryinmind2016.com/about-us
www.solutions4health.co.uk/our-services/
https://www.berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk/
https://www.berkshireschoolofenglish.co.uk/
www.brownscommunityservices.co.uk/
www.brownscommunityservices.co.uk/
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/55307


Newbury College Principal to 
Retire
Anne Murdoch, Principal and Chief 
Executive of Newbury College, 
will be retiring at the end of the 
year. She has been at the helm of 
the College for 16 years and has 
been an excellent supporter of 
community learning throughout that 
time. 

The West Berkshire community 
learning team send their best 
wishes to Anne for a happy, healthy 
and relaxing retirement.
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New Skills Minister
 Anne Milton MP is the new 
Minister for Apprenticeships and 

Skills which includes Further 
Education and Community 
Learning. She replaced Robert 
Halfon MP who is now the Chair 
of the Parliamentary Education 
Committee.

National Strategy for ESOL
Unlike Scotland and Wales there 
is no national ESOL strategy 
in England. This has become 
increasingly important with the 
refugee situation. On Tuesday, 
24th October there was a 
Parliamentary debate in the 
House of Commons about ESOL. 

National Update 

Regional Update
Cross Berkshire Study
The Berkshire local authorities 
have been working together 
to pilot a soft outcomes 
measurement tool to monitor 
the impact of community 
learning provision. Funded by 
the Education and Training 
Foundation (ETF) the tool is being 

tested by tutors across a range 
of accredited and non-accredited 
courses and should be available 
from July 2018.

For more information contact 
Alison Prudden : 
alison.prudden@westberks.gov.
uk

Anne Milton

Anne Murdoch

Local Update

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-10-24/debates/B7130941-F08E-4DE2-ADBB-DBF4623E3605/EnglishLanguageTeachingRefugees
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-10-24/debates/B7130941-F08E-4DE2-ADBB-DBF4623E3605/EnglishLanguageTeachingRefugees
mailto:alison.prudden%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:alison.prudden%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=


The community learning team said 
goodbye to Mair Atkins in October. 
Mair joined the team in 2005 
with a background in basic skills 
teaching and market research and 
brought an excellent calm and 
analytical approach to the service.

However her first love was always 
music and she has decided to 
continue promoting the benefits 
of learning through teaching the 
piano to both adults and children. 
To find out more, visit her website:  
www.mairatkinspiano.co.uk 
or email: 
learn@mairatkinspiano.co.uk
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Learner Achievement Awards
The annual Learner Achievement 
Awards were presented by 
Councillor Quentin Webb, 
Chairman of West Berkshire 
Council, at Shaw House in June.

The awards celebrate the success 
of adult and family learning across 
the district and also acknowledged 
the contribution made by 
volunteers and older people such 
as 75 year old John Chorley 
(Older Learning Champion) who 
attends Mencap and helps his 

colleagues to improve their IT 
skills despite his own learning 
disabilities.

This year’s winners included 
Martin Russell (Tutor Award), 
the Hungerford Family Centre 
(Organisation Award) and BGM 
Heating and Plumbing apprentice 
Vernon Pocock (Outstanding 
Achievement Award).

The 2018 awards will be open for 
nominations in February.

And it’s goodbye to Mair

Mair Atkins

LAA Winners 2017
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Business learning in West Berkshire
Free Employer Training
West Berkshire 
Training 
Consortium 
(WBTC) is 
providing free 
workforce 
training to not 
for profit companies and social 
enterprise organisations.

A number of local organisations 
including the Newbury Community 
Resource Centre (Community 
Furniture Project), Community 
Council for Berkshire and MAPIS 
have embarked on one of the 
programmes entitled Skills 
Support for the Workforce. This 
course enables staff to qualify as 
professional assessors, trainers 
including LDD specialists.

Supported by European skills 

funding the training ranges from 
management through to office 
and customer handling skills and 
provides a number of opportunities 
for organisations including:

- fully funded training, 
potentially saving a business 
thousands of pounds;

- opportunities for staff to 
improve or broaden their 
skills;

- an organisation training needs 
assessment

To qualify for the training, 
organisations must be located in 
Berkshire and have 249 or less 
employees. 

For more information contact Jon 
Thompson: 
email Jon@wbtc-uk.com or  
Tel: 07827 917792 

Getting into Employment
Browns Community Services 
CIC has been re-commissioned 
by West Berkshire Community 
Learning to deliver the 4Es to 
employment course across West 
Berkshire. The course is designed 
to educate, empower and 
encourage clients on the pathway 
to employment with particular 
focus on supporting offenders, 
ex-offenders and the long term 
unemployed. 

The course is open to anyone 
over the age of 19 years and 
covers all areas of job hunting,  
from writing a CV to going for an 
interview. 

The 4Es to employment course 
is scheduled to take place on 
1 & 2 and 15 & 17 November 
at Broadway House, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 1BA. 

To book one of the 8 places, 
please call 07508 194 940 or 
email info@brownscs.co.uk
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Developing New Business 
Ideas
The Real Business Club has been 
providing business themed adult 
learning in West Berkshire for over 
three years.

The workshops are designed to 
be relaxed, practical and inspiring 
learning experiences giving 
people the opportunity to draw out 
their ideas, creativity and passion 
for what they want to do. 

Founders Isabel King and Dawn 
Edwards believe in taking the 
fear out of business, with the 
right advice particularly around 
business planning, finance and 
sales and this is continuously 
backed up by the students. 

Being in business is not right 
for everyone and some of the 
learners decide it is not for them. 
Despite this many have gone 
on to success after attending a 
TRBC course and both Isabel 
and Dawn work hard to develop a 
strong network of ex-students who 
often come back to refresh their 
learning and review their business 
ideas.

For further information on courses 
across the district go to 

www.therealbusinessclub.co.uk  
or email at 
info@therealbusinessclub.co.uk 

Business workshops are fun, creative and rewarding
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Provider Update
Riding to Success
HEROS welcomed new students 
to the HEROS Racing Staff 
Academy which is the first non- 
apprenticeship route into the 
horseracing industry.  The next 
course will start in January and 
referrals are welcomed. 

Dick Matthews, External Verifier 
for 1st4Sport recently gave the 
Academy an outstanding report 
after visiting the centre to assess 

the facilities and the teaching, 
learning and management of the 
1st4Sport qualifications. 

As an accredited centre, HEROS 
Charity will be running a range 
of courses throughout the 
year including flexible learning 
programmes. Visit their website or 
contact Eleanor Boden about the 
November open evening.  
email: eleanor@heroscharity.org

Promoting Healthy Lifestyles
 Solutions 4 Health will be 
delivering Healthy Lifestyle 
Workshops to groups in West 
Berkshire. In partnership with 
Community Learning the 2 hour 
workshops are free of charge and 
provide support around healthy 
eating, snacking, portion size, 
energy balance, food labels and 
physical activity. 

Aimed at vulnerable adults the 
courses are delivered by experts 
in nutrition and exercise who 
are able to tailor the content  to 
support a variety of needs and 
lifestyles. 

For more information contact 
Katherine Reeves. 
email: katherine.reeves@
solutions4health.co.uk

HEROS training is not just classroom based

www.heroscharity.org/
mailto:katherine.reeves%40solutions4health.co.uk?subject=
mailto:katherine.reeves%40solutions4health.co.uk?subject=
https://www.solutions4health.co.uk/
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Maths at Victoria Park 
In the summer term the Victoria 
Park Family Hub ran the first 
‘PEEP Learning Together’ course 
entitled ‘Maths in Everyday 
Routines’

The course supports parents/
carers to recognise how young 
children learn about numbers 
and other mathematical concepts 
through experiencing them as part 
of everyday activities and routines.

The sessions included: exploring 
colours, making a colour sorting 
egg box game, using numbers 
every day, playing going shopping 
with pretend fruit/ vegetables, 
making a fruit matching game and 
tasting different fruits, sand play 
around full and empty and making 

a heavy and light sensory 
bottle.

Learner feedback was 
excellent with comments such 
as:

‘I’m more confident in 
teaching my daughter about 

maths through play and 
everyday things’

‘I enjoyed making things to 
help with maths and numbers, 

it was fun and very helpful’

‘It learnt me and my child to 
learn maths in everyday life’

For more information 
contact Sally Lawson, email: 
slawson@victoriapark.w-berks.
sch.uk

Bouncing Back
In 2016/17 PACT delivered two 
Bounce Back for Kids (BBBK) 
programmes in West Berkshire 
aimed at children and their 
parents who have been subject to 
some form of domestic abuse.

The attendance throughout the 
course was excellent and many of 
the learners showed positive and 
encouraging progress both during 
and after the course.  In addition 
PACT’s partnership with the 
schools generated good referrals 
and, as a result, the children’s 
involvement in the school has 
improved and feedback has been 
positive:

 “Mum is asking each day at 
pick-up what sort of day he 
has had, and rewards/ gives 

consequences”.

‘C now has enough self-esteem to 
try work (writing) independently, 

which is a major breakthrough. His 
tempers are less frequent, though 

still severe. He is doing better at 
school, academically and socially’

PACT uses a parental stress 
assessment tool that has 
shown  a big reduction in 
the score by the end of the 
programme which in turn 
encourages the parent 
moving forward.

‘I feel more able to help my 
son and confident to move 
forward as a mum. I have 
strategies and activities to 
help us talk about feelings 

and our situation. Thank you.’

The next group will be 
starting on Wednesday 25th 
April at the Thatcham Family 
Hub and will finish on the 
11th July. PACT is accepting 
referrals for years 1-3.

For more information contact Ruth 
Boys, email: 
Ruth.Boys@pactcharity.org  
or go to the PACT website.

Maths at Vicoria Park

Anger Discussion

mailto:slawson%40victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk?subject=
mailto:slawson%40victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk?subject=
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/bounce-back-4-kids


We are committed to being accessible to everyone. If you require 
this document in an alternative format or translation, please call the 

Community Learning Team on Telephone 01635 519060.
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Contact Us:
Community Learning Team 

West Berkshire Council, West Street House 
West Street, Newbury 
Berkshire. RG14 1BZ

Tel: 01635 519060. 
e-mail: aclteam@westberks.gov.uk

Useful West 
Berkshire 
Contacts
Ian Pearson, Head of 
Education Service, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519729 
ipearson@westberks.gov.uk

Mark Browne, Post 16 
Adviser, West Berkshire 
Council 
07766 367018 
mbrowne@westberks.gov.uk  

Alison Prudden, CL Officer, 
West Berkshire Council 
01635 519025 
aprudden@westberks.gov.uk

 Sarah Hemmings , 
Community Learning Manager, 
Newbury College 
01635 845236 s-hemmings@
newbury-college.ac.uk

Learner Services and 
Information, 
Newbury College 
01635 845000 
or visit the website on 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk

U3A Newbury, 
01635 524099 
http://u3asites.org.uk/newbury/
home

U3A Thatcham, 
01635 864364 
http://u3asites.org.uk/
thatcham/home

Tim Parry, 
Chief Executive, CCB 
0773 888 7611 
tim.parry@ccberks.org.uk

Jon Thompson, West 
Berkshire Training Consortium, 
01635 35975 
jon@wbtc-uk.com

Rabena Sharif, WEA, 
0793 134 1077 
rsharif@wea.org.uk

National Careers Service 
0800 100 900

Venues for Hire
Calcot Community Learning Centre, Calcot 
Tel: 0118 942 7040 
Email: calcot@newbury-college.ac.uk

Riverside Centre, Clay Hill, Newbury 
Email: clayhillra@gmail.com

Adventure Dolphin, Pangbourne 
Tel: 0118 984 3162  
Email: adventuredolphin@westberks.gov.uk

Phoenix Resource Centre, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 520150

Newbury College, Newbury 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk/room-hire.html

West Family Wellbeing Hub, Newbury 
Contact: Sally Lawson - slawson@victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk 

Central Family Wellbeing Hub, Thatcham 
Contact: Paula Craven - paula.craven@westberks.gov.uk

East Family Wellbeing Hub, Calcot 
Contact: Jo Roberts - joanne.roberts@westberks.gov.uk

Hungerford and Area Family Wellbeing Centre 
Contact: Shelly Hambrecht  
- Shelly@hungerfordnursery.w-berks.sch.uk

Newbury Community Resource Centre  
(Free room hire and car parking for VCS organisations) 01635 43933

mailto:s-hemmings%40newbury-college.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:s-hemmings%40newbury-college.ac.uk?subject=
http://u3asites.org.uk/newbury/home
http://u3asites.org.uk/newbury/home
http://u3asites.org.uk/thatcham/home
http://u3asites.org.uk/thatcham/home
http://cfpnewbury.org/contact/3443326

