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Assessment of Potential MWLP Site 15: Lower Farm 
 
Site:      15: LOWER FARM 
Proposed development:  Sand and gravel extraction 
Date of site survey: 12 May 2016 
Surveyor:        BK            
 
 
 
A. Designations affecting the site 
 
Figures 1a to 6b show the landscape, ecological, heritage and recreational designations on the site or within its setting.   
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B. Landscape Character Assessments 
 
 
 
Relevant landscape character areas: 
LCA B1 Lower Kennet Valley Floor (BLCA) 
LCT 8: Kennet Valley (NDLCA) 
HLCZ Kennet Valley Floor East (HLC) 
 
 
Key LCA landscape characteristics  
• Flat and open broad lowland floodplain enclosed within steep valley sides 
• Wide meandering river corridor 
• Braided channels and many drainage ditches (NDLCA) 
• Kennet and Avon Canal 
• Pastoral landscape with unimproved permanent pasture along river corridor 
• Large open arable fields of parliamentary origin (NDLCA) 
• Deciduous wooded context including small farm woodlands, copses and river bank trees 
• Large blocks of willow and poplar woodland (NDLCA) 
• Important wetland habitats including wet meadows, reed beds and flooded gravel workings 
• Transport corridor 
• Historic valley edge parks 
• Medium historic landscape sensitivity (HLC) 
 
Key LCA visual and perceptual characteristics  
• Open undeveloped context of the floodplain 
• Views along and from the floodplain to the adjoining valley sides 
• Intimate and enclosed to semi-enclosed quality (NDLCA) 
• Unspoilt landscape included within former Kennet Valley ASLI (NDLCA) 
 
LCA Landscape strategy 
• Conserve and enhance the open farmed character of the floodplain and its small woodland copses 
• Seek to restore and enhance the traditional pattern of the pastoral landscape 
• Seek opportunities for the recreation and restoration of wetland habitats and improved linkage as a priority 
• Conserve and enhance the visual and recreational qualities of the river and canal landscape 
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LCA Guidelines 
• Conserve and restore wetland habitats in particular wet meadow, reed bed and marginal vegetation and connect fragmented areas of habitat 
• Conserve a soft un-engineered profile to the river 
• Conserve and restore permanent pasture 
• Restore boundary hedgerows 
• Conserve balance of woodlands and seek opportunities for small woodland creation 
• Consider cumulative effect of gravel extraction 
• Manage recreational pressure to avoid damage to landscape and ecological characteristics or perceptual qualities 
• Limit mineral extraction to areas of least landscape value (NDLCA) 
• Reinstate mineral sites to rural uses and create small new water bodies in keeping with the intimate and semi-enclosed qualities of the valley (NDLCA) 
• Maintain pattern of braided channels, drainage ditches and streams and pools (NDLCA) 
• Protect river banks and margins (NDLCA) 
• Maintain views from the A4 of unspoiled valley (NDLCA) 
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Figure  15.1: Site capacity and key viewpoints  
 
 
 



MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL MINERALS AND WASTE SITES        5             

 
 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING LTD / TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY       OCTOBER 2016 
WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

 
Viewpoint 1:  Area 15.1:  View from footpath looking south over the site towards Bottle Cottage 

  
Viewpoint 2:  Area 15.1:  View from Wasing Lane eastwards over the site Viewpoint 3: Area15.1: View from Wasing Lane eastwards over the site 
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Viewpoint 4:  Area15.1:  View towards airstrip building on the site from footpath 

 
Viewpoint 5:  Area15.1: Views from footpath over the site looking south to Wasing Lane 
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Viewpoint 6:  Area15.2:  View from A340 next to Malthouse Cottages looking west over the site.  Access to approved extraction scheme over part of the area 

 
Viewpoint 7:  Area15.2:  View from A340 looking west over the site 
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C. Site description 
 
 
Site 15 is sub-divided into 4 parcels of land within the Lower Wasing Farm estate between Wasing Lane and the River Kennet (15.1 and 15.2).  Permission 
has recently been granted to extract over a large part of the open farmland between Wasing Lane and the River Kennet.  Site 15 therefore includes parcels 
of land adjacent to the approved scheme.  Areas 15.1 lie north of Wasing Lane to the immediate south of the approved extraction site and to the east of 
Back Lane close to the river Kennet and west of the approved extraction area.  15.2 lies close to the river Kennet and to the west of the A340 and east of 
the approved extraction area but also is the location of the approved access off the A340.  New woodland, hedgerow and hedgerow tree planting is 
proposed as part of the approved scheme next to the site 15 areas. 
 
The setting of all of the areas is the flat Kennet Valley floor with the wooded and riparian landscape of the braided River Kennet to the north.  Lower 
Wasing Farm between the A340 and Back Lane is currently under arable production which contrasts with the wooded riparian river corridor, the restored 
landscape at Woolhampton quarry and the pastoral landscape east of the A340.  The exception is Area 15.2 which reflects the landscape pattern east of the 
A340.  There are views from the site up to the AONB escarpment to the north, and the Aldermaston and Wasing higher ground to the south and south-
east.   
 
Area 15.1 west includes an arable field and the airstrip at Brimpton Airfield.  The western boundary is formed by tree cover and the River Enborne which 
runs north into the River Kennet.  The southern boundary is formed by a mature hedge and semi-mature hedgerow trees along Wasing Lane.  The western 
boundary follows a tree line along a footpath and around the curtilage of Wasing Lower Farm and the boundary with a large shed serving the Airfield.  The 
northern boundary is open to the approved extraction area. 
 
Area 15.1 east is also under arable farmland and forms part of a group of larger fields included in the approved extraction scheme.  This northern boundary 
is also open.  The western boundary follows a tree line of semi-mature trees along the footpath and the southern boundary mirrors that at Area 15.1 west.  
The eastern boundary will be defined by the proposed new hedgerow planting and small spinney under the approved scheme. 
 
Area 15.1 north is under arable use.  The eastern boundary is defined by a stream with trees separating the area from the adjacent extraction site.  This 
alignment is to be planted up to restore the vegetation line and extend it to the southern boundary of the area.  A small copse is to be planted next to 
Bottle Cottage.  The western boundary is formed by mature hedgerows along Back Lane. 
 
Area 15.2 is under pasture and has a number of ditches running through it which are prone to flooding.  The area is made up of small fields, sub-divided by 
gappy hedges which allow for views over the valley floor to the Kennet corridor.  The access to the approved extraction scheme runs through the area 
with an approved restoration back to pasture with hedges reinstated and a small copse next to Malthouse Cottages.   
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D. Key landscape features and local character 
 

• Large scale arable landscape in Areas 15.1 
• Existing and proposed hedgerows to field boundaries 
• Flat and open broad lowland floodplain enclosed within steep valley sides 
• Wide meandering river corridor 
• Braided channels and many drainage ditches  
• Pastoral landscape with unimproved permanent pasture along river corridor 
• Large open arable fields of parliamentary origin  
• Deciduous wooded context including small farm woodlands, copses and river bank trees 
• Wetland habitats including wet meadows in Area 15.2 
• Transport corridor to east 
• Historic valley edge Wasing Park 

 
E. Key views 
 

• Open undeveloped context of the floodplain 
• Views along and from the floodplain to the adjoining valley sides 
• Intimate and enclosed to semi-enclosed quality in Area 15.2 
• Views from Wasing Park 

 
 
F. Landscape and visual sensitivity of the site 
 

Please refer to section 3 methodology of the assessment process 
 
1. Visual Sensitivity of 15.1 and 15.2: Medium  

• All areas visible from roads or footpaths 
• Busy A340 and local roads well used 
• Footpaths fairly well used (although will be disturbed by approved extraction) and Wasing Park is a popular venue 
• Mitigation through small copses and hedgerow planting would be in keeping 
• Temporary loss of longer views  
• Temporary disturbance and bund screening from approved extraction 
• Views from Wasing Park already affected by approved extraction and mitigated by tree planting along Wasing Lane 
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2. Landscape Sensitivity of Areas 15.1:  Medium 
• Simple arable landscape 
• Good hedgerows with hedgerow trees 
• Close to river corridors 
• Rural setting of listed buildings, Aldermaston Conservation Area and Wasing Park  
• Open landscape  
• Relatively tranquil undisturbed by heavy traffic, visual intrusion or lighting at present 
• Temporary disturbance by approved extraction 

 
Landscape Sensitivity of Areas 15.2:  Medium/High 

• Small scale pastoral landscape 
• Mature hedgerows with hedgerow trees 
• Close to river Kennet corridor 
• Rural setting of listed buildings and  Aldermaston Conservation Area  
• Semi-enclosed landscape intervisible with wider pastoral riverine landscape to the east 
• Disturbed by heavy traffic on A340 
• Temporary disturbance by access to approved extraction 

 
3. Landscape Character Sensitivity:   Areas 15.1 Medium and Area 15.2 Medium/High (combines 1 and 2) 
  
4. Wider Landscape Sensitivity:  Medium  

• Currently all of site has strong physical and visual links with the wider landscape although this will be affected by the approved extraction 
• The existing settlement at Aldermaston and the A340 have some influence on Area 15.2 and the sewage plant has some influence on Area 3d. 

 
5. Overall Landscape Sensitivity: Areas 15.1 Medium and Area 15.2 Medium/High (combines 3 and 4) 
 
6. Landscape Value:  Medium 

• Wider rural landscape setting of Wasing Registered Park, Aldermaston Park and listed buildings 
• Area 15.2 next to local wildlife Site 

 
7. Combined Landscape Capacity:  Areas 15.1 Medium and Area 15.2 Medium/Low (combines 5 and 6) 
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Potential landscape impacts of development on the site: 
• Loss of valued small scale pasture 
• Impact on the rural landscape setting of the river corridors, the Local Wildlife Site, the listed buildings, Aldermaston Conservation Area and Wasing Park 
 
Potential visual impacts of development on the site 
• Continued visual intrusion from workings, bunds and soil mounds beyond life of the approved extraction scheme 
• Loss of views over the valley either temporarily or permanently  
 
 
G. Recommendations (refer to plan 15.2) 
 
It is recommended that this site is considered further a potential sand and gravel extraction site subject to the following constraints: 

• No further development within Area 15.2 
• Access along the existing approved alignment from A340 and from the approved extraction areas as shown in figure 15.2 
• Phasing to be co-ordinated with the approved phasing to minimise the length of time before restoration of these areas  

 
H. Recommended development area [and maximum building heights where relevant] 
 
The recommended developable area is shown in figure 15.2.  This should include appropriate buffers to sensitive landscape and visual receptors.  Areas 15.1 
would be best worked in co-ordination with the approved scheme.  It is not recommended that Area 15.2 is extracted but that it continues to prove access 
to Site 15.1 and on completion is fully restored in accordance with the approved scheme. Built structures and the height of stockpiles should follow that 
already approved.  No stockpiling is recommended to take place within Area 15.2.  
 
I. Recommended landscape mitigation and green infrastructure 
 
The landscape guidelines identified above should be followed to avoid deterioration in the health and landscape and scenic value of the landscape.  The 
landscape mitigation areas are shown in Figure 15.2 and should be designed to build on the existing and approved landscape pattern.  This should include 
the already approved landscape mitigation, and provision of small copses in key locations on Wasing Lane, as well as buffers to the river Enborne and 
stream at Area 15.1.   
 
J. Recommended restoration for minerals sites 
 
It is recommended that all extracted areas in site 15 are restored to existing levels under agriculture with additional wooded copses and enhancement of 
tree cover along watercourses.  The access off the A340 should be fully restored to small scale pasture as the approved scheme and all hard surfacing 
removed. 
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K. Recommended point of access in landscape and visual terms 
 
 
If the site was worked the access point that would be least detrimental in landscape/visual terms would be as shown in Figure 15.2, taking advantage of 
existing approved access arrangements and proximity of adjacent approved extraction. 
 
L. Conclusion and cumulative effect of extraction within the Kennet Valley 
 
The Kennet Valley has been worked for decades and suffered the cumulative impact of extraction in several different sites.  Great care should be taken to 
avoid fresh cumulative impacts with the nearby Site 16 Manor Farm and Site 2 Aldermaston Bridge.  Phasing would need to be integrated into that approved 
for the rest of Lower Wasing Farm to avoid delays in restoration. 
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Figure 15.2: Potential development area, Green Infrastructure and preferred access  
 
 
 



MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL MINERALS AND WASTE SITES        1             

 
 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING LTD / TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY      OCTOBER 2016 
WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

 

WEST BERKSHIRE POTENTIAL MINERAL AND WASTE SITE OPTIONS:   LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY STUDY 2016 RECORD SHEET 
 
 

 
Site:  15 LOWER FARM  
Site character areas: Areas 15.1 includes areas to south and west; 15.2 includes area to east  
Date of site survey:  12/5/16  
Surveyors:  BK  
Weather/visibility:  Light cloud, hazy  
LCA:  

• LCA B1 Lower Kennet Valley Floor (BLCA) ;   
• LCT 8: Kennet Valley (NDLCA;   
• HLCZ  Kennet Valley Floor  East (HLC) 

Landscape designations:  None  
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VISUAL SENSITIVITY 
 
General visibility Population Mitigation potential 
Views into the site from: 
15.1 – Wasing Lane; Wasing Park; footpath along 
eastern boundary; AONB escarpment; Footpath to the 
northern boundary; Bottle Cottage; Back Lane to 
western boundary 
15.2 – A340; Malthouse Cottages; cycle/footway along 
south and east side of A340; properties on Wasing 
Lane, Aldermaston   

Types of viewers: 
Walkers 
Residents 
Local road network users 
Visitors to Wasing Park 

Opportunities for mitigation and landscape 
compatibility of mitigation: 
15.1 – Additional screen planting to the approved 
advanced planting; Additional screen planting to 
the approved advanced planting 
15.2 – Tree planting along A340 

Views out of the site to: 
15.1 –Wasing Park; River Kennet and River Enborne 
corridor; Brimpton Church; River Kennet and River 
Enborne corridor; Bottle Cottage; 
15.2 – A340; Malthouse Cottages; River Kennet 
corridor west and east of A340; Aldermaston 
escarpment 

Magnitude of viewers (level of use and popularity): 
All well used 
A340 very busy 
 

Impacts of mitigation: 
15.1 – Can be designed to reflect local character;  
Can be designed to reflect local character   
15.2 – Any new planting would result is loss of 
views down the Kennet Valley river corridor and 
the loss of visual continuity with the landscape to 
the east 

Does the site form part of a skyline? 
No 

Visual perceptions (activity and expectations of 
local visual receptors): 
15.1 – Open flat arable land; small mainly enclosed arable 
field 
15.2 – part of the River Kennet landscape corridor of 
watercourses, woodland and pasture 

 

Panoramic views: 
No 

  

Landmark features: 
None 

  

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/low 

Visual sensitivity score: 
Medium 
Additional comments: 
Area 15.2 has intervisibility with the pastoral landscape east of the A340 and is closely viewed in the context of the River Kennet corridor 
Areas 15.1are visible from the Wasing Park Registered park and Garden and wedding venue 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
 
Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Topography and landform: 
Flat 

Boundary features other than vegetation: 
15.1 –  open northern boundary to approved extraction 
area to be restored to agriculture;  open hedgerow 
boundary to be planted as part of approved scheme 
15.2  – none  

Tranquillity – Noise levels: 
Local road traffic on lanes 
Heavy traffic on A340 
Disturbance from approved extraction 

Geological features: 
None 

Historic landscapes: 
North of Wasing Park Grade II Registered Park and 
Garden and within farmland setting to Park 

Tranquillity – Visual intrusion / detractors: 
Disturbance from approved extraction 

Soil quality: 
 

Parkland features: 
None 

Tranquillity – Light pollution/dark skies: 
Dark landscape but close to village lighting 

Water features: 
15.1 – River Enborne abuts the most westerly edge of 
the site;   steam along eastern boundary 
15.2 – several streams/ditches; braided River Kennet on 
the northern boundary  

 Condition: 
 

Landcover and land use: 
15.1 – arable farmland and airstrip; arable farmland;  
15.2 – pasture and approved access to minerals site to 
west 

Conservation Area: 
West of Aldermaston conservation Area separated by 
fields and western part of the village 

 

Tree belts, individual trees and riverside trees: 
15.1 –  Riverside trees along R. Enborne; lines of trees 
along eastern boundary; Tree belt to western boundary; 
Streamside trees along eastern boundary  
15.2 – Riverside trees along northern boundary  

Landscape features of CA: 
None 

 

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees: 
15.1 –  New hedge planting south of the airstrip as part 
of approved scheme; hedgerow with horse chestnut 
trees to Wasing Lane;  hedgerow with horse chestnut 
trees to Wasing Lane; reinforced hedgerow with trees 
to south-eastern boundary;  – Hedgerow to Back Lane 
and footpath 
15.2 – Reinforced hedgerow to southern boundary; 
internal gappy hedgerows with trees  

Built form: 
None 

Accessibility by public footpath: 
Area 15.1 and 15.2 bounded by footpaths 
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Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Woodland and copses: 
15.1 –  new small spinney to south in approved scheme; 
New small copse north of Bottle Cottage in approved 
scheme  
15.2 – New small block of woodland north of 
Malthouse Cottages as part of approved scheme  

Setting of listed buildings: 
Adjacent to Lower Farm Grade II on Wasing Lane and 
close to the Old Malthouse Grade II on A340 

Open access areas: 
N/A 

Wetland and meadow: 
15.1- none 
15.2 – within flood areas 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
Not known 

Recreational areas: 
N/A 

Common land: 
N/A 

Settlement pattern: 
15.1 – separated from the village of Aldermaston by open 
fields; separated from village of Woolhampton by river 
Kennet and small fields 
15.2 – on northern edge of village of Aldermaston 

 

Heathland: 
N/A 

Contribution of private gardens to landscape 
character: 
None 

Aesthetic sensitivity - Elements of 
openness/enclosure: 
15.1 – open landscape;  semi- enclosed area 
15.2 – semi-enclosed landscape  

Other significant vegetation cover: 
None 

Cultural associations: 
Not known 

Aesthetic sensitivity – landscape pattern: 
15.1 – large scale  and  medium scale simple fields 
15.2 – small scale field rectangular pattern well 
defined by boundary vegetation 

BOA:  Site within Kennet Valley East BOA 9:  Targets 
and Opportunities: River management, restoration 
and protection. Management and re-creation of 
reedbed and fen. Management of gravel pits and 
associated habitats. Potential for some nature 
conservation afteruse in future mineral extraction. 
Management, restoration and re-creation of lowland 
meadow and wet grassland habitat; 

Features of cultural importance: 
None 

 

Presence of SSSI/SINC/local wildlife 
designation/Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland: 
Area 15.2 lies south of and next to a Local Wildlife Site   

 
 

  

Other information 
Sensitivity score: 
Areas 15.1 – Medium/low 
Area 15.2 – Medium/high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium 
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Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Landscape sensitivity score: 
Areas 3a, 3b and 3d – Medium 
Area 3c – Medium/high 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Relationship with the wider landscape/townscape 
 
Adjacent settlement (s): 
Aldermaston to the east 
Woolhampton to the north 
Relationship with the urban edge: 
15.1 – separated from settlement by open countryside 
15.2 – intervisibility with Aldermaston village 
Presence in a floodplain: 
Land north and west of the R. Enborne and in the north-east part of the site (15.2) lies within the floodplain 
Relationship with adjacent wider countryside: 
15.1 – part of the open arable flat Kennet valley floor landscape;  – transition landscape between the wooded river Kennet landscape corridor and the open fields to the 
south 
15.2 – part of the small scale pastoral river Kennet landscape corridor to the east 
Historic links with the wider area if known: 
Not known 
Ecological links with the wider area if known: 
15.2- likely shared habitats with the wider river Kennet landscape corridor to the east 
Recreational links with the wider area: 
None 
Character of adjacent road network  
A340 is a very busy road with heavy lorries to a good standard but not that wide 
Narrow rural lanes elsewhere with high hedges and narrow verges in the main   
VDS/Parish Plan – relevant extracts: 
N/A 
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