
MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL MINERALS AND WASTE SITES        1             

 
 

 
Assessment of Potential MWLP Site 10: Firlands 

 
Site:      10 Firlands  
Proposed development:  Sand and gravel extraction with infill 
Date of site survey: 23 February 2016 
Surveyor:        AG/IDT            
 
 
A. Designations affecting the site 
 
Figures 1 to 6 show the landscape, ecological, heritage and recreational designations on the site or within its setting.  These include: 
 

• North Wessex Downs AONB approximately 3km to the north-west.  This is not visible from the site. 
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B. Landscape Character Assessments 
 
 
 
Relevant landscape character areas: 
• LCA H5: Burghfield Woodland and Heathland Mosaic (BLCA); 
• LCT 13: Gravel Plateau Woodlands with Pasture and Heaths (NDLCA); 
• HLCZ: Valleys South East (HLCA) 
 
Key LCA landscape characteristics  
• Undulating landscape located to the south of the Kennet Valley 
• Mixed sand, clay and gravel geological substrate creating a mosaic of landcover including damp pasture, paddocks, woodland and heathland 
• Strong wooded context taking a variety of woodland forms 
• Larger-scale pattern compared to other areas of this landscape type, being characterised by the presence of large interlinked woodland blocks and dominated by a high 

proportion of mixed and coniferous plantation woodlands with pockets of heathland 
• Winding rural lanes passing through open and wooded landscapes 
• In contrast to the wooded areas are large scale pastoral and arable fields divided by post and wire fenced and many rough paddocks 
• Intimately scaled, flat to undulating plateau with abrupt edge escarpments and small incised valleys with streams (NDLCA) 
• Complex pattern of landscape dominated by woodland; coniferous or mixed with beech and birch; pastures, paddocks remnant heathlands and Commons with acid 

soil indicators (NDLCA) 
• Important heathland and woodland habitats (NDLCA) 
• Linear settlements within wooded areas and some sub-urban areas (NDLCA) 
• Medium historic landscape sensitivity (HLC) 

 
 
Key LCA visual and perceptual characteristics  
• Strong and intimate rural character with a diverse, yet unified mosaic of land use 
• The framework of woodland enclosing areas of pasture create a balanced rural landscape 
• Intimate quality with visual enclosure (NDLCA) 
 
 
LCA Landscape strategy 
• Conserve and where necessary restore the distinctive intimate and peaceful wooded landscape with its small-scale mosaic of pasture, arable farmland and woodland 
• Opportunities for restoration of habitats and reinstatement of features that have been lost 
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LCA Guidelines 
• Conserve and restore areas of pastureland and encourage appropriate management by grazing 
• Restore or reinstate boundary hedgerows around horse paddocks 
• Promote appropriate woodland management including coppicing and pollarding 
• Ensure that new woodland planting follows the existing pattern of wooded ridges and interconnected valleys  
• Conserve and strengthen existing boundary elements, including the characteristic wooded boundaries and seek to prevent further loss or decline in the quality of 

boundary hedgerows 
• Seek to conserve the rural character of the network of lanes and roads 
• Positive management of land on the fringes of settlement is also required 
• Encourage planting of native hardwoods and the reintroduction of coppicing where appropriate (NDLCA) 
• Encourage positive hedgerow management and plant new hedges and hedgerow trees (NDLCA) 
• Control and reduce impact of horses paddocks on landscape to improve visual and environmental quality (NDLCA) 
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Figure  10.1: Site capacity and key viewpoints  
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PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

 
Viewpoint 1:  View of northern field through gap in wooded boundary along Island Farm Road.  Intimate, enclosed character created by wooded edges. 
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Viewpoint 2:  View across central part of site through gap in wooded boundary along Island Farm Road.  Intimate, enclosed character created by wooded edges. 
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Viewpoint 3:  View across large field in central-southern part of site through gap in wooded boundary along Island Farm Road.  This field is part of a large field that extends 
north east, with no hedgerow or fenced boundary delineating the site. 
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Viewpoint 4:  View across southern part of site through gap in wooded boundary along Island Farm Road.  The site continues beyond the row of trees crossing the site, into 
a small field beyond, which is adjacent to fields accessed from Hollybush Lane and used by the nearby school for sports activities. Intimate, enclosed character created by 
wooded edges. 
 
 
C. Site description 
 
Site 10: Firlands is made up of a series of small fields south west of Burghfield Common and north east of Island Farm Road.  The site is divided into two 
areas north and south of a small area of woodland (not within site).  Despite the separation the two sites are very similar in character and therefore this 
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assessment considers the two sites as one. The southern part of the site is made up of a series of small fields, or parts of fields, in use as pasture and 
divided by tree lines.  A public right of way runs along the outside of the site, along the edge of the woodland.  Part of the north eastern edge is formed by 
woodland surrounding Firlands Farm and the boundary north and south of this woodland is undefined.  Tree lines, largely made up of oaks, form the 
southern and south western boundaries.  A matrix of heathland and woodland lies to the south east and south west.  The northern area is a small paddock 
in use for horse grazing and contained by woodland to the south east and tree lines to other boundaries.  A short distance from the northern boundary lies 
the small housing estate, Wise’s Firs, which sits at the southern edge of the small hamlet of Ufton Nervet.  Across the road to the south west is Poor’s 
Allotments restored gravel pit which is screened by heathland / woodland planting along Island Farm Road.  The northern field is crossed by power cables, 
with a pylon located just beyond the north eastern boundary.              
 
D. Key landscape features and local character 
 

• Mosaic of landcover including damp pasture, paddocks, woodland and heathland  
• Strong wooded context taking a variety of woodland forms 
• Winding rural lanes passing through open and wooded landscapes 
• In contrast to the wooded areas are large scale pastoral and arable fields divided by post and wire fenced and many rough paddocks 
• Complex pattern of landscape dominated by woodland (NDLCA) 

 
E. Key views 
 

• Strong and intimate rural character with a diverse, yet unified mosaic of land use 
• The framework of woodland enclosing areas of pasture create a balanced rural landscape 
• Intimate quality with visual enclosure (NDLCA) 

 
F. Landscape and visual sensitivity of the site 
 

Please refer to section 3 methodology of the assessment process 
 
1. Visual Sensitivity: Medium-Low  

• Largely visually contained, with only glimpsed views from road and public right of way adjacent to site and from sports pitches to south-east.  
There are longer, filtered views of the southern part of site from a few houses on Hollybush Lane.  

• The addition of new woodland planting, hedges or tree lines could be in keeping with the character if carefully designed 
• Permanent bunding would be out of character in this largely flat landscape 

 
2. Landscape Sensitivity:  Medium-High 

• Important part of mosaic of pasture and woodland west of Burghfield Common, comprising a long section adjacent to Island Farm Road 
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• Mature tree lines to boundaries 
• Woodland areas to south east and south west are Local Wildlife Sites 
• Absence of intrusive elements other than power cable 
• Strong landscape pattern and distinctive character 
• Quiet, rural character of the site and Island Farm Road 

 
3. Landscape Character Sensitivity:   Medium (combines 1 and 2) 
  
4. Wider Landscape Sensitivity:  High  

• Site is an important part of the unspoilt mosaic of pasture and woodland west of Burghfield Common, comprising a long section adjacent to 
Island Farm Road 

• The settlements of Burghfield Common and Ufton Nervet have little impact on the site. 
 
5. Overall Landscape Sensitivity: Medium / High  (combines 3 and 4) 
 
6. Landscape Value:  Low 

• Site not designated 
 
7. Combined Landscape Capacity:  Medium / High (combines 5 and 6) 
 
 
 
Potential landscape impacts of development on the site: 
• Loss to field pattern 
• Need for screening could lead to inappropriate planting 
• Loss of mature tree lines 
• Risk from inability to reinstate levels and creation of lakes which would be inappropriate in this farmland landscape 
• Permanent bunding would be inappropriate in this flat landscape 
• Loss of quiet, rural character resulting from extraction and haulage activity 
 
Potential visual impacts of development on the site 
• Visual impact of extraction, machinery and haulage on views from road and footpath 
• Loss of tranquillity as a result of visual intrusion from extraction and access point 
• Stockpiling and any plant would be highly intrusive 
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G. Recommendations (refer to plan 10.2) 
 
The whole of the site is potentially suitable in landscape and visual terms for mineral extraction with infill but only within the following parameters:  
extraction and restoration activities should be phased to be confined to a single field at one time.  Restoration should be fully complete in one field before 
operations in another field are commenced. 
 
H. Recommended development area [and maximum building heights where relevant] 
 
Development as indicated on diagram 10.2 could be acceptable within the constraints of existing boundary vegetation. Proposed buildings/structures should 
be carefully located and designed to ensure they are not visually prominent.   
 
I. Recommended landscape mitigation  
 
The protection of existing tree lines to boundaries would be important.  Temporary bunding and screen planting should be provided as necessary to 
mitigate views from the road, public footpath, sports fields and houses on Hollybush Lane.  The pattern of the existing irregular field boundaries formed by 
hedges and tree lines should be protected and enhanced.   
 
J. Recommended restoration for minerals sites 
 
Post development the site should be restored to pasture, with temporary bunding and planting removed and levels returned to the natural landform.  New 
infill tree planting to boundaries to ensure the long term survival of tree lines is important.  Each field should be fully restored prior to commencing 
development in another part of the site. 
 
K. Recommended point of access in landscape and visual terms 
 
Recommended access is off of Island Farm Road.  It will be important to carefully design the access to minimise loss of boundary trees and impact on the 
rural character of the road. 
 
L. Conclusion and cumulative effect of extraction around Burghfield Common 
 
Development at site 10 would need to be assessed in the context of potential operations at Site 9: Cowpond Piece.  If sites 9 and both parts of 10 were 
developed in the same time frame there would be an unacceptable impact on the rural road caused by the introduction of access points and loss of trees to 
create them.  There would be an increased use of local roads by haulage vehicles related to all sites and the combined operations would unacceptably 
impact on the rural tranquillity of the local area.   It is recommended that the development and restoration of sites 9 and 10 should be phased and should 
not occur concurrently.  A full detailed landscape and visual impact assessment, arboricultural survey and ecological survey based on detailed proposals will 
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be required to inform both the final capacity of the site and mitigation measures minimising impacts and assessing cumulative impacts with other 
developments. 
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Figure 10.2: Potential development area, Green Infrastructure and preferred access  
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WEST BERKSHIRE POTENTIAL MINERAL AND WASTE SITE OPTIONS:   LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY STUDY 2016 RECORD SHEET 
 
 

 
Site: 10.1 Firlands  
Site character areas: No sub-divisions  
Date of site survey: 23/02/2016  
Surveyors: AG/IDT  
Weather/visibility: Sun and clouds  
LCA:  

• LCA H5: Burghfield Woodland and Heathland Mosaic (BLCA); 
• LCT 13: Gravel Plateau Woodlands with Pasture and Heaths (NDLCA); 
• HLCZ: Valleys South East (HLCA) 

Landscape designations: None 
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VISUAL SENSITIVITY 
General visibility Population Mitigation potential 
Views into the site from: 
Road, PROW, houses to east, Firlands Farm 

Types of viewers: 
Road users, walkers, farm workers 

Opportunities for mitigation and landscape 
compatibility of mitigation: 
Good structure, good example of adjacent buffer 

Views out of the site to: 
Heath, pastoral fields 

Magnitude of viewers (level of use and popularity): 
Quiet 

Impacts of mitigation: 
Could be done sympathetically 

Does the site form part of a skyline? 
No 

Visual perceptions (activity and expectations of 
local visual receptors): 
Rural 

 

Panoramic views: 
No 

  

Landmark features: 
No 

  

Sensitivity score: 
ML 

Sensitivity score: 
ML 

Sensitivity score: 
ML 

Visual sensitivity score: 
Medium / Low 
Additional comments: 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Topography and landform: 
Flat 

Boundary features other than vegetation: 
Post and wire fence 

Tranquillity – Noise levels: 
Quiet 

Geological features: 
 

Historic landscapes: 
None 

Tranquillity – Visual intrusion / detractors: 
Pylons 

Soil quality: 
 

Parkland features: 
None 

Tranquillity – Light pollution/dark skies: 
None 

Water features: 
Stream adjacent 

 Condition:  intact 

Landcover and land use: 
Pasture / Paddocks 

Conservation Area: 
N/A 

 

Tree belts, individual trees and riverside trees: 
Mature lines of Oaks, Gorse and Holly 

Landscape features of CA: 
N/A 

 

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees: 
On edges 

Built form: 
No 

Accessibility by public footpath: 
No 

Woodland and copses: 
Adjacent  

Setting of listed buildings: 
N/A 

Open access areas: 
No 

Wetland and meadow: 
No 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
- 

Recreational areas: 
No 

Common land: 
No 

Settlement pattern: 
None 

 

Heathland: 
Surrounding  area 

Contribution of private gardens to landscape 
character: 
Wooded setting of Firlands Farm 

Aesthetic sensitivity - Elements of 
openness/enclosure: 
Enclosed 

Other significant vegetation cover: 
Gorse / heath edge 

Cultural associations: 
None known 

Aesthetic sensitivity – landscape pattern: 
Regular, medium size, strong structure 

BAP/Biodiversity Opportunity Area: 
Burghfield to Tadley Plateau targeting heathland and 
acid grassland restoration 
  

Features of cultural importance: 
None known 

 

Presence of SSSI/SINC/local wildlife 
designation/Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland: 
Local Wildlife Sites adjacent to South and West 

 
 

  

Other information 
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Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Sensitivity score: 
H 

Sensitivity score: 
L 

Sensitivity score: 
MH 

Landscape sensitivity score: 
Medium / High 
Additional comments: 
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Relationship with the wider landscape/townscape 
 
Adjacent settlement (s): 
Burghfield Common 
Relationship with the urban edge: 

• Separated from urban edge by pasture and woodland 
• No intervisibility with village 

Presence in a floodplain: 
No 
Relationship with adjacent wider countryside: 
Site is an important part of the unspoilt mosaic of pasture and woodland west of Burghfield Common, comprising a long section adjacent to Island Farm Road 
 
Historic links with the wider area if known: 
None known 
Ecological links with the wider area if known: 
None known 
Recreational links with the wider area: 
None known 
Character of adjacent road network: 
Rural, tranquil 
VDS/Parish Plan – relevant extracts: 
None 
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