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Assessment of Potential MWLP Site 2: Aldermaston Bridge 
 
Site:      2.  Aldermaston Bridge  
Proposed development:  Sand and gravel extraction with infill 
Date of site survey: 11 February 2016 
Surveyor:        BK            
 
 
 
A. Designations affecting the site 
 
Figures 1A to 6B show the landscape, ecological, heritage and recreational designations on the site or within its setting.  These include: 
 

• North Wessex Downs AONB 500m to the north.  The AONB is very visible from the site but no public viewpoints have been identified within the 
AONB which  overlook the site; 

• Aldermaston Conservation Area 400m to the south and Aldermaston Wharf 200m to the east.  Both settlements are separated from the site by 
open fields, lines of trees, modern housing and at Aldermaston by allotments; 

• Aldermaston Court Grade I listed building and Aldermaston Park Grade II Registered Park and Garden 650m to the south on elevated ground 
overlooking the Kennet Valley. 
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B. Landscape Character Assessments 
 
 
 
Relevant landscape character areas: 
LCA B1 Lower Kennet Valley Floor (BLCA) 
LCT 8: Kennet Valley (NDLCA) 
HLCZ Kennet Valley Floor East (HLC) 
 
 
Key LCA landscape characteristics  
• Flat and open broad lowland floodplain enclosed within steep valley sides 
• Wide meandering river corridor 
• Braided channels and many drainage ditches (NDLCA) 
• Kennet and Avon Canal 
• Pastoral landscape with unimproved permanent pasture along river corridor 
• Large open arable fields of parliamentary origin (NDLCA) 
• Deciduous wooded context including small farm woodlands, copses and river bank trees 
• Large blocks of willow and poplar woodland (NDLCA) 
• Important wetland habitats including wet meadows, reed beds and flooded gravel workings 
• Transport corridor 
• Historic valley edge parks 
• Medium historic landscape sensitivity (HLC) 
 
Key LCA visual and perceptual characteristics  
• Open undeveloped context of the floodplain 
• Views along and from the floodplain to the adjoining valley sides 
• Intimate and enclosed to semi-enclosed quality (NDLCA) 
• Unspoilt landscape included within former Kennet Valley ASLI (NDLCA) 
 
LCA Landscape strategy 
• Conserve and enhance the open farmed character of the floodplain and its small woodland copses 
• Seek to restore and enhance the traditional pattern of the pastoral landscape 
• Seek opportunities for the recreation and restoration of wetland habitats and improved linkage as a priority 
• Conserve and enhance the visual and recreational qualities of the river and canal landscape 
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LCA Guidelines 
• Conserve and restore wetland habitats in particular wet meadow, reed bed and marginal vegetation and connect fragmented areas of habitat 
• Conserve a soft un-engineered profile to the river 
• Conserve and restore permanent pasture 
• Restore boundary hedgerows 
• Conserve balance of woodlands and seek opportunities for small woodland creation 
• Consider cumulative effect of gravel extraction 
• Manage recreational pressure to avoid damage to landscape and ecological characteristics or perceptual qualities 
• Limit mineral extraction to areas of least landscape value (NDLCA) 
• Reinstate mineral sites to rural uses and create small new water bodies in keeping with the intimate and semi-enclosed qualities of the valley (NDLCA) 
• Maintain pattern of braided channels, drainage ditches and streams and pools (NDLCA) 
• Protect river banks and margins (NDLCA) 
• Maintain views from the A4 of unspoiled valley (NDLCA) 
 
 
 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING LTD / TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY       OCTOBER 2016 
WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 



MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL MINERALS AND WASTE SITES        4             

 
 

 
Figure  2.1: Site sensitivity and key viewpoints  
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PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

 
Viewpoint 1:  View at north-east corner looking over the site from new cycle way/footpath along northern edge of the site with Aldermaston Park on the skyline 

 
Viewpoint 2:  View at centre of site looking west over the site from new cycle way/footpath along northern edge of the site  
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Viewpoint 3:  View from A340 down the river Kennet looking south over the site 

 
Viewpoint 4:  View at centre of site on footpath looking south over the site to the Aldermaston escarpment and Kennet valley floor 
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Viewpoint 5:  View from footpath south of the site leading to Fisherman’s Lane with site visible through the tree line along the watercourses (traffic on A340 is visible) 

 
Viewpoint 6:  View from footpath opposite boundary of Aldermaston Park looking from escarpment to the valley floor including the site in the distance below the AONB 
escarpment 
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C. Site description 
 
Site 2: Aldermaston Bridge forms an open unspoilt part of the Kennet Valley west of Aldermaston Wharf and north of Aldermaston.  It is defined by the 
winding alignment of the River Kennet and numerous streams and ditches which together form a braided river floodplain.  The watercourses are flanked by 
tree and scrub planting of mostly willow, alder and poplars which create numerous layers of vegetation across the valley floor but with gaps that allow for 
views up the escarpments to the north and south.  The fields are small to medium sized and irregular in shape and under arable farmland.  The northern 
and western boundaries follow the A340 with gappy hedgerows and a few hedgerow trees along the roadside.  Beyond the road to the north flat fields, 
woodland cover, railway line and A4 extend to the foot of the AONB escarpment.  Beyond the road to the west lie further fields, woodland and the 
riparian landscape of the Kennet Valley.  The eastern boundary is defined by rectilinear tree belts which lie between the site and Aldermaston Wharf to the 
east.  The southern boundary meanders along the River Kennet for part if its length and then departs to follow lesser watercourses westwards to meet the 
A340.  To the south, the open Kennet Valley continues to the foot of the Aldermaston escarpment. 
 
D. Key landscape features and local character 
 

• Soft un-engineered meandering River Kennet within wide meandering river corridor 
• Flat and open broad lowland floodplain enclosed within steep valley sides 
• Braided channels and many drainage ditches  
• Landscape of small to medium arable fields  
• Deciduous wooded context including copses and river bank trees 
• Linear blocks of willow and poplar woodland 
• Next to  a transport corridor 
• Aldermaston Park and the AONB on the skyline 
• Accessible via long distance rural cycle route and footpath network 

 
E. Key views 
 

• Views over the site down the Kennet Valley from permissive cycle way, footpaths and A340 and Malthouse Cottages listed buildings 
• Views across the site to the Aldermaston and AONB escarpments and Aldermaston Park from permissive cycle way, footpaths and A340 and The 

Old Mill 
• View from Spring Lane and the entrance to Grade 1 St Mary’s Church over the site 
• Potential views from Aldermaston Court tower 
• Intervisibility reduced in summer months 
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F. Landscape and visual sensitivity of the site 
 

Please refer to section 3 methodology of the assessment process 
 
1. Visual Sensitivity: Medium/High  

• Visually exposed 
• Valued views across the site 
• Views from listed buildings including St Mary’s Church grounds, Malthouse Cottages  
• Very well used area 
• Difficult to mitigate visual impact without harm to the intervisibility of the landscape 

 
2. Landscape Sensitivity:  Medium 

• Open rural unspoilt landscape mainly in arable use 
• River Kennet and braided watercourses 
• Layers of tree lines  
• Forms part of the wider rural riparian setting of two Conservation Areas,  Aldermaston Park Registered Historic Park and Garden and listed 

buildings at Malthouse Cottages 
• Absence of intrusive elements other than heavy traffic 
• Strong landscape pattern and distinctive character 
• Semi-enclosed with views through wide gaps 
• Good recreational routes on the site 
• Good condition and well managed.  

 
3. Landscape Character Sensitivity:   Medium-High (combines 1 and 2) 
  
4. Wider Landscape Sensitivity:  High  

• Site is an important part of the unspoilt River Kennet valley in contrast with the disturbed landscapes to the west and east 
• Strong landscape and visual links along the valley floor and with the AONB and Aldermaston Park on the escarpment 
• Aldermaston Wharf and Aldermaston have a small impact on the site 
• No commercial, minerals or waste activity in the vicinity  
• Adjacent road suitable for haulage vehicles but access would require crossing a new permissive cycle route. 

 
5. Overall Landscape Sensitivity: High  (combines 3 and 4) 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING LTD / TERRA FIRMA CONSULTANCY       OCTOBER 2016 
WEST BERKSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 



MINERALS AND WASTE LOCAL PLAN 
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL MINERALS AND WASTE SITES        10             

 
 

 
6. Landscape Value:  Medium 

• Wider setting of Aldermaston Park, the AONB and listed buildings 
• Local permissive cycle route from Aldermaston Wharf to AWE Aldermaston. 

 
7. Combined Landscape Capacity:  Low (combines 5 and 6) 
 
 
 
Potential landscape impacts of development on the site: 
• Loss to field pattern and complex braided landscape 
• Need for screening leading to inappropriate planting 
• Risk from inability to reinstate levels and creation of lakes in this farmland landscape 
• Bunding would be inappropriate in this flat landscape 
• Access off A340 would impact on new cycle route 
 
Potential visual impacts of development on the site 
• Visual impact of extraction, machinery and haulage on several sensitive views 
• Loss of tranquillity as a result of visual intrusion from extraction and access point 
• Stockpiling and any plant would be highly intrusive 
 
 
G. Recommendations (refer to plan 2.2) 
 
It is recommended that only a small part of this site be considered further.  The site option is a good example of the remaining unspoilt riparian Kennet 
Valley landscape of which little survives in its historic form.  This landscape has the added value of contributing to the attractive open valley landscape 
setting to both Conservation Areas, several listed buildings, Aldermaston Park and the AONB escarpment.  Extraction and haulage traffic would be very 
visible from a number of sensitive viewpoints including listed buildings and a new recreational route.  Set within this context, the limited area shown in 
Figure 2.2 could be extracted without harm to the remaining part of the site and adjacent Kennet Valley subject to the following: 

• No processing or stockpiling 
• Positive long term landscape benefits arising from the development 
• No buildings on site other than a weighbridge 
• A major woodland buffer planting in the western part of the field, linking woodland along the river Kennet to the SSSI to the north 
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H. Recommended development area [and maximum heights where relevant] 
 
The recommended development area is shown on Figure 2.2 and is contained within the very eastern part of the field at the eastern end of the site.  The 
remaining parts of the site should be retained in their current use, pattern and condition subject to the landscape mitigation proposed below.  Any screen 
bunding should be of the minimum height and removed on completion of infilling. 
  
I. Recommended landscape mitigation and green infrastructure 
 
The greater part of the site would be retained as farmland and manged to conserve and enhance the landscape features of the river Kennet valley.  It is 
recommended that appropriate landscape buffers are provided along the southern edge of the potential developable area.  In addition a major woodland 
extension to the woodland south of the developable area should be planted in the western part of the eastern field to screen the development and provide 
woodland links (of appropriate species) into the woodland cover to the north of the A340 within the SSSI. 
 
J. Recommended restoration for minerals sites 
 
It is recommended that restoration should be to existing levels avoiding any lakes or ponds.  In order to provide long term landscape benefits in accordance 
with the LCA guidance, it is recommended that the site is restored to pasture and subdivided by a hedgerow with hedgerow trees to create a field size in 
keeping with those around the site.  Landscape planting of woodland to be established to the west of the extraction area. 
 
K. Recommended point of access in landscape and visual terms 
 
It is recommended that the point of access is midway on the northern boundary onto the A340 to minimise the impact on the settlement and the braided 
landscape to the west.  This should be fully restored on completion of infill. 
 
L. Conclusion and cumulative effect of extraction within the Kennet Valley 
 
Mineral extraction at Site 2: Aldermaston Bridge has to be seen in the context of the potential for development at Site 15: Lower Farm, Wasing to the 
immediate west.  There is also the potential for indirect impacts with any potential development at Site 13: Spring Lane, Aldermaston arising from the 
cumulative impact of haulage traffic on the rural landscape.  It is recommended that none of these sites include processing plant and that any mineral 
extraction is phased across the Kennet Valley to minimise the adverse visual impacts and limit the erosion of local rural tranquillity.  
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Figure 2.2: Potential development area, Green Infrastructure and preferred access  
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WEST BERKSHIRE POTENTIAL MINERAL AND WASTE SITE OPTIONS:   LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY STUDY 2016 RECORD SHEET 

 
 

 
Site:  2: ALDERMASTON BRIDGE  
Site character areas:  No sub-divisions  
Date of site survey:  11 February 2016  
Surveyors:  BK  
Weather/visibility:  Sunny/clear  
LCA:  

• LCA B1 Lower Kennet Valley Floor (BLCA) ;   
• LCT 8: Kennet Valley (NDLCA);   
• HLCZ  Kennet Valley Floor  East (HLC) 

Landscape designations:  None on site.  North Wessex Downs AONB 0.5km to the north  
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VISUAL SENSITIVITY 
 
General visibility Population Mitigation potential 
Views into the site from: 
Cycle route  
Several public footpaths 
A340 
The Old Mill  
Malthouse Cottages 
Spring Lane, Aldermaston 
Front  of Grade I St Mary’s Church, Aldermaston 

Types of viewers: 
Walkers 
Cyclists 
Road users 
A few residents  

Opportunities for mitigation and landscape 
compatibility of mitigation: 
Layers of vegetation would help screen any 
workings 
 

Views out of the site to: 
The AONB and Aldermaston escarpments 
Trees in Aldermaston Court Registered Park and 
Garden and Grade I Aldermaston Court  
Kennet Valley to the south, east and west 

Magnitude of viewers (level of use and popularity): 
Very popular 

Impacts of mitigation: 
Loss of views across the valley and up to the 
hillsides and to Aldermaston Park 
Any screening would need to be temporary or in 
keeping with the vegetation pattern 

Does the site form part of a skyline? 
No 

Visual perceptions (activity and expectations of 
local visual receptors): 
Quiet open rural valley enclosed by hillsides 
Contrast with busy settlements 
Visibility across site much greater in winter 

 

Panoramic views: 
Of both escarpments 

  

Landmark features: 
Line of the river Kennet 

  

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/ high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium 

Visual sensitivity score: 
Medium/High 
Additional comments: 
Views from the tower at Aldermaston Court would need to be assessed 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
 
Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Topography and landform: 
Part of flat valley floor between escarpments 

Boundary features other than vegetation: 
Post and wire fence to cycle route 

Tranquillity – Noise levels: 
Traffic noise form A340 affects northern and 
western parts of site 
Occasional rail noise 
Quiet away from road 

Geological features: 
none 

Historic landscapes: 
Not known 

Tranquillity – Visual intrusion / detractors: 
Glimpses of heavy traffic 
No other visual detractors 

Soil quality: 
N/A 

Parkland features: 
None 
Intervisibility with Aldermaston Grade II Registered Park 
and Garden  

Tranquillity – Light pollution/dark skies: 
Lighting in adjacent villages but dark over the 
valley floor 

Water features: 
River Kennet 
Several streams and ditches creating a braided river 
pattern  

 Condition  
Well manged landscape and good condition 
throughout 

Landcover and land use: 
Arable with some scrub 

Conservation Area: 
Aldermaston to the south-west and Aldermaston Wharf to 
the east  

 

Tree belts, individual trees and riverside trees: 
A key feature of the site and the area 
Lines of trees (mainly willow, alder and poplar) with 
understorey scrub along the watercourses 
Some individual trees along streams 
Roadside trees along A340 

Landscape features of CA: 
Site contributes to open rural riparian valley setting of the 
villages 
No intervisibility between CAs and site 
CAs separated from site by open fields, allotments and 
modern houses 

 

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees: 
Some gappy hedgerows with a few trees in addition to 
the above 

Built form: 
None 

Accessibility by public footpath: 
One footpath crosses the site linking into new 
cycle/pedestrian route from Aldermaston to 
Aldermaston Wharf past the site 
Cycle route/footpath follows the northern and 
western boundary 

Woodland and copses: 
Small copses associated with the river 

Setting of listed buildings: 
Within riparian and visual setting of Malthouse Cottages 

Open access areas: 
N/A 
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Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 
Wetland and meadow: 
No 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
None 

Recreational areas: 
N/A 

Common land: 
N/A 

Settlement pattern: 
N/A 

 

Heathland: 
N/A 

Contribution of private gardens to landscape 
character: 
N/A 

Aesthetic sensitivity - Elements of 
openness/enclosure: 
Semi-enclosed area, becoming more enclosed in 
summer 
Open valley floor visible form higher ground 

Other significant vegetation cover: 
Bullrushes and reeds along some watercourses 

Cultural associations: 
Not known 

Aesthetic sensitivity – landscape pattern: 
Varied and irregular 

BOA/Phase 1 records: Site within Kennet Valley East 
BOA 9:  Targets and Opportunities: River 
management, restoration and protection. Management 
and re-creation of reedbed and fen. Management of 
gravel pits and associated habitats. Potential for some 
nature conservation afteruse in future mineral 
extraction. Management, restoration and re-creation of 
lowland meadow and wet grassland habitat; 

Features of cultural importance: 
Aldermaston Court and Park to the north of the site 

 

Presence of SSSI/SINC/local wildlife 
designation/Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland: 
None on site 
Local wildlife site to the east  

 
 

  

Other information 
Sensitivity score: 
Medium/high 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium 

Landscape sensitivity score: 
Medium 
Additional comments: 
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Relationship with the wider landscape/townscape 
 
Adjacent settlement (s): 
Aldermaston 
Aldermaston Wharf 
Relationship with the urban edge: 
Separated from both settlements by open fields and belts of trees with understorey growth which screen the site 
Presence in a floodplain: 
Yes – most of site 
Relationship with adjacent wider countryside: 
Part of the unspoilt River Kennet valley floor extending south and west of the site 
Historic links with the wider area if known: 
Not known 
Ecological links with the wider area if known: 
River and woodland habitats along then Kennet Valley 
Recreational links with the wider area: 
Cycle route extends northwards to AWE Aldermaston in the south 
Footpaths link with the wider network 
Character of adjacent road network  
Rural A road (A340) to the north and west which already carries haulage traffic. 
Site separated from road by newly created cycle route 
Tree and hedgerow lined route 
VDS/Parish Plan – relevant extracts: 
N/A 
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