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Adult and family learning 
continued to thrive in West 
Berkshire during 2014-15 with 
over 3,000 adults enrolling on 
around 348 courses delivered by 
20 different learning providers 
across the district (see page 3).

However there is a growing 
concern about the future funding 
of the post-19 further education 
sector in England and Wales 
and the affect this will have on 
the delivery of adult and family 
learning across West Berkshire. 
The Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS), which 
funds further education, has been 
asked by the Treasury to identify 
cuts of between 25% and 40% 
over the next 5 years. It is likely 
that this will have a significant 
effect on the level of adult and 
family learning West Berkshire 
Council can support across the 
district.

The Community Learning team 
has already re-defined its delivery 
for 2015/16 with an even greater 
emphasis on targeted groups, 
reflecting the Council’s local 
priorities around employment, 
families, communities and health 
and wellbeing. As a service 

Community Learning prioritises 
vulnerable and disengaged adults 
to encourage them to access 
education to improve their lives.

It is also continuing to develop 
its’ partnership work with other 
Council services such as 
children’s centres, public health, 
economic development and adult 
social care to ensure funding for 
the delivery of targeted education 
based programmes is effectively 
managed to maximise resources.

The team will continue to work 
with locally based learning 
providers across the private, 
public and voluntary sector to 
deliver added value and widen 
joint working opportunities to 
ensure adult and family learning 
opportunities continue to be 
accessible in West Berkshire.

To keep up to date on how 
changes in the further education 
sector will affect local adult and 
family learning provision follow 
West Berkshire Community 
Learning twitter at: https://twitter.
com/WBerksLearning

Funding Risk for Community Learning

it Happen

https://twitter.com/WBerksLearning
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Tutor Forum 2015

The July 2015 Tutor Forum was 
attended by over 30 community 
learning tutors and project 
managers who are involved in 
delivering West Berkshire Council 
supported courses.

The Forum concentrated on three 
key themes of particular relevance 
to the West Berkshire service and 
the wider further education sector:

• Embedding English and 
maths

• Mental Health Awareness

• PREVENT Duty

The sessions were delivered 
by specialist trainers in each 
area and provided an excellent 
opportunity for tutors to evaluate 

and discuss the issues in relation 
to their individual teaching needs 
and requirements. 

As a service community learning 
is committed to the training 
and development of tutors and 
support staff to ensure the service 
is delivered to a high standard 
in line with the needs of the 
local community and the quality 
requirements of the sector.

The handouts from the English 
and maths session are now 
available on Moodle which also 
includes a link to an on-line 
PREVENT training module relating 
to the tutor’s duty around channel 
awareness.

www.wbmoodle.org.uk

CPD 
Opportunities
The Moodle CPD section 
provides free on-line 
adult safeguarding and 
PREVENT duty courses 
which are mandatory 
training requirements 
for all sub-contracted 
providers involved in the 
delivery of community 
learning courses.

Providers can also access 
the Council’s training on 
equality and diversity, 
adult safeguarding and 
health and safety. A fee 
of around £20 (1/2 day) 
or £40 (full day) will be 
charged for each Council 
training course.

Contact the community 
learning team for more 
information at aclteam@
westberks.gov.uk or 
telephone 01635 519060.

Ofsted
A new Ofsted Common 
Inspection Framework 
(CIF) for Further 
Education (including 
community learning) is 
available from September 
2015. Full details and the 
supporting handbook is 
now available

For more information 
about Ofsted standards 
contact the Community 
Learning Team

Community learning tutors at the Tutor Forum

www.wbmoodle.org.uk/
www.wbmoodle.org.uk/
www.wbmoodle.org.uk/
mailto:aclteam%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:aclteam%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015
www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015
www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-inspection-framework-education-skills-and-early-years-from-september-2015


The Community Learning service 
continued to develop over the 
2014/15 academic year attracting 
new providers and supporting a 
wider range of courses aimed at 
adult learners and families across 
the West Berkshire district.

The year saw an increase in 
targeted courses aimed at priority 
learner groups such as the 
unemployed, vulnerable adults 
and families. There were more 
adults on the apprenticeship 
programmes delivered by WBTC 
and a new range of accredited 
skill based courses delivered 
by Newbury College and the 
Newbury Community Resource 
Centre. There was also new 
provision for vulnerable adults 
with the introduction of the HCPA 
SMILE programme and Mencap’s 
Growing for All project.

The West Berkshire Community 
Learning Partnership continued to 
thrive with 42 members of which 
10 were new members who joined 
in 2014/15. Community learning 
across the district is developed 
in collaboration with the West 
Berkshire Community Learning 
Partnership which provides a 
unique opportunity for the local 
sector to work together to identify 
needs, develop opportunities 
and maximise investment. You 
can find out more about the 
Partnership and register as a 
member online.

The figures above demonstrate 
the achievements and scope of 
the Council’s Community Learning 
service during the 2014/15 
academic year.
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Review of  2014/15

3,000 adults enrolled on a course

348 courses were delivered 
across the region

20 providers were commissioned 
to deliver adult and family learning

49 community venues were used 

24% of the learners were aged 60+ years

18% of the learners 
had a learning difficulty/disability 

20% of the learners 
lived in an area of deprivation

32% learners were from an area 
of low participation in education

Profile
Lucy Lawrence recently 
joined the Community 
Learning team as 
Community Learning 
Assistant focusing on 
data administration, 
course enquiries, social 
media and general 
administration support.

She is also an arts 
and crafts tutor on 
the Keeping Active 
programme delivered by 
Newbury College in local 
adult care settings across 
the district. 

In addition to her 
community learning 
commitments Lucy is a 
trained florist and often 
spends her spare time 
producing floral displays 
for local weddings and 
events. 

Born and brought up 
around Newbury she is a 
mother of two young sons 
and an excellent source 
of local knowledge - Lucy 
seems to know everyone!

Lucy works on 
Wednesday mornings, 
Thursday and Friday 
and can be contacted 
on email llawrence@
westberks.gov.uk or 
telephone 01635 519060.

Lucy Lawrence

http://www.hcpa.info/SMILE
http://www.hcpa.info/SMILE
http://www.westberkshiremencap.org/growing-for-all-where-the-festive-magic-happens/
http://www.westberkshiremencap.org/growing-for-all-where-the-festive-magic-happens/
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=29637
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=29637
mailto:llawrence%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:llawrence%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
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West Berkshire participated in 
the annual Festival of Learning 
during May and June with 
celebration events such as the 
Thatcham Lifelong Learning 
Forum’s showcase which featured 
a sample of local courses in wood 
turning, massage, singing and 
photography.

The Festival culminated with Adult 
Learner’s Week and the Learner 
Achievement Awards ceremony 
at Shaw House. The 2015 awards 
were presented by Councillor 
Peter Argyle, Chairman of West 
Berkshire Council and sponsored 
by Newbury College, WEA, WBTC 
and the Newbury Community 
Resource Centre. 

The winners included BGM 
Plumbing and Heating Ltd and 

the Community 
Furniture 
Project who 
received a joint 
award for the most committed 
organisation to learning. There 
were also awards for Outstanding 
Learning, Progression, Returning 
to Learning and for Tutors and 
Volunteers.

The Festival also included the 
launch of Newbury College’s 
2015/16 course programme at a 
jam packed Open Day in May and 
free access to all West Berkshire 
Council supported courses during 
Adult Learners Week.

For more information contact the 
Community Learning team on 
telephone 01635 519060 or email 
aclteam@westberks.gov.uk

The winners of the 2015 Learner Achievement Awards

Celebrating Adult Learning 

Promoting Adult 
Learning

The 2015 Learner 
Achievement Award 
ceremony featured 
a video to celebrate 
adult and family 
learning in West 
Berkshire.

https://www.newbury-college.ac.uk/courses/adult-leisure.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3OmrdoNpIA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3OmrdoNpIA&feature=youtu.be
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Supporting Young Parents
Seven young mums and their 
babies attended a basic paediatric 
first aid course at Victoria Park 
Children’s Centre in Newbury

The course was 
delivered by 
ABC Medical and 
provided training 
in resuscitation 
techniques and 
treatment for 
choking babies, child 
burns and febrile 
convulsions.

For further information contact 
Sally Lawson on 01635 31143 or 
email slawson@victoriapark.w-
berks.sch.uk

Young mums 
learning first aid

Boosting 
Confidence
The Chieveley Children’s 
Centre ran a 12 week 
Boost course aimed 
at supporting families 
through the development 
of parent’s confidence 
and self esteem.

For more information 
contact Paula Craven on 
01189 845105 or email 
pcraven@westberks.
gov.uk 

Parenting 
Special 
Children
The Community Learning 
service continues to 
support the Parenting 
Special Children 
courses aimed at parents 
of children with special 
needs.  They offer both 
general Time Out for 
Special Needs courses 
and shorter courses in 
ADHD and ASD, with 
advice on sleep and 
anxiety issues. 

The organisation is 
also developing some 
specialist work around 
supporting foster carers 
who look after children 
with special needs.

The main focus for family learning 
in 2015/16 will be working with 
the Childrens Centres to support 
the development and delivery of 
family learning courses across the 
district.

Children Centre staff will be 
delivering a suite of courses 
aimed at developing parenting 
skills that include the Boost 
course, Incredible Years, Share 
and Bookstart. 

There will also be a new course 
entitled Healthy Eating for Young 
Children (HEY) which will be 
piloted in selected Centres from 
October. The course is a joint 
initiative between the WEA, Public 
Health and Community Learning 
and aims to improve health 
outcomes within communities 
by improving health literacy and 
developing a healthier approach to 
buying and cooking food.

The WEA and Newbury College 
will continue to deliver Maths and 
English and the popular Preparing 

to Help in Schools course within 
the Centres.

Finally Parents and Children 
Together (PACT)  is a new family 
learning provider for 2015/16 and 
will be delivering a therapeutic 
course entitled Bounce Back 4 
Kids which is aimed at parents 
and children affected by 
domestic abuse. To find out more 
information about the course and 
to make a referral please see  
www.bounceback4kids.org or 
contact Kathryn Warner, BB4K 
Manager on 0118 4021752.

PACT also supports women with 
complex needs in West Berkshire 
and Reading through Alana 
House - see http://pactcharity.
org/community-projects/alana-
house

For information on family learning 
providers and Community 
Education Fund projects please 
contact Mair Atkins at 
meatkins@westberks.gov.uk

Family Learning in 2015/16

Boost learners at Chieveley 
Children’s Centre

mailto:slawson%40victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk?subject=
mailto:slawson%40victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk?subject=
mailto:pcraven%40westberks.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:pcraven%40westberks.gov.uk%20?subject=
http://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
http://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
http://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/community-projects
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/community-projects
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/alana-house
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/alana-house
http://pactcharity.org/community-projects/alana-house


The staff at the Newbury 
Community Resource Centre 
(NCRC) completed a challenging 
education and training programme 
in July to become qualified tutors 
and trained assessors. Working 
with West Berkshire Training 
Consortium, the training has 
enabled the Centre to develop the 
range of education and training 
opportunities they can deliver to 
include accredited qualifications.

The NCRC provides education, 
training and employment 
opportunities to vulnerable adults 
across West Berkshire many of 
whom have learning difficulties 
and disabilities, mental health and 
behaviour issues.

For more information contact 
Kelvin Hughes at kelvin.
hughes@cfpnewbury.org or 
telephone 01635 43933.
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Assessor Training Widens Offer

NCRC staff receive their L3 Awards   

Community Learning in 2014/15

The Community 
Learning service 
supports CCB to deliver 
a range of community 
development courses 
to local volunteers and 
community groups.

An example of one of these 
courses is a social media 
workshop delivered by journalist 
and PR professional Nigel Morgan 
and delivered in Hermitage village 
hall. The course provided useful 

information and tips on 
how to use Twitter and 
Facebook to promote 
events, encourage 
community involvement  
and engage local 
volunteers.

For more information on CCB 
courses contact Tim Parry 
at 0118 961 2000 or email: 
tim.parry@ccberks.org.uk

Supporting Community Development

http://www.cfpnewbury.org/index.php
http://www.cfpnewbury.org/index.php
http://www.cfpnewbury.org/index.php
mailto:elvin.hughes%40cfpnewbury.org?subject=
mailto:elvin.hughes%40cfpnewbury.org?subject=
http://www.ccberks.org.uk/
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Partner News

Link Up delivers a work skills 
programme for adults with 
learning difficulties.

To underpin the practical 
workshop setting Community 
Learning has supported the 
delivery of a range of accredited 
and non-accredited courses 
including literacy, maths and 
communication skills.

The learners completed the 
literacy course at the end of 
2014/15 which covered reading 

and writing simple 
words that learners 
will see in their 
everyday life, either 
at work or in the 
community.

For further 
information contact 
Christine Copeland 
on 01635 778120 
or email: christine.
copeland@
wbmencap.org 

Developing Work Skills

Developing English skills 
at LinkUp

HEROS Work placement 
student 

Empowering West Berkshire 
(EWB) is a charity providing 
support, information and advice to 
the West Berkshire Voluntary and 
Community Sector.

EWB are providing free training 
and events to volunteers and not 
for profit organisations based in 
West Berkshire.

The courses include  accredited 
safeguarding,  communication 
skills,, funding and capacity 
building.

For further information go to 
www.empoweringwb.org.uk or 
sign up for the EWB newsletter 
at www.empoweringwb.org.uk/
newsletter-sign-up.

Recovery College for Berkshire 
West Local plans to develop a 
Berkshire West Recovery College 
were announced at this year’s 
World Mental Health Day. The 
College aims to support the 
recovery of local people living 
with a mental illness who live in 
West Berkshire, Reading and 
Wokingham through a range of 
education based programmes.  

The College will be working 
closely with community learning 
providers to develop the 
opportunities available for people 
with a mental health illness across 
the district.

Contact: Alison Prudden 
at aprudden@westberks.
gov.uk or telephone 01635 
519025

HEROS provides a specific 
education, training and 
work related experience for 
people who want to work in 
the equine industry.

Based near Wantage 
HEROS delivers 
apprenticeship programmes, 
accredited qualifications and 
work placements for adults 
and young people in the 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
area. They also provide a 
volunteer programme that 
attracts local employers 
including Vodafone and the 
Nationwide Building Society.

Contact Nicky McDonald for 
further information on email:  
nicky@heroscharity.org or 
telephone: 01488 638820

mailto:christine.copeland%40wbmencap.org?subject=
mailto:christine.copeland%40wbmencap.org?subject=
mailto:christine.copeland%40wbmencap.org?subject=
http://www.empoweringwb.org.uk/learningAnddevelopment/
http://www.empoweringwb.org.uk/learningAnddevelopment/
www.empoweringwb.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up.
www.empoweringwb.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up.
mailto:aprudden%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:aprudden%40westberks.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.heroscharity.org/


If you require this information in a different format such as audio tape 
or in another language please ask an English speaker to contact the 

ACL team at the above address.
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Contact Us:
Community Learning Team 

West Berkshire Council, West Street House 
West Street, Newbury 
Berkshire. RG14 1BZ

Tel: 01635 42400. 
e-mail: aclteam@westberks.gov.uk

Useful West 
Berkshire 
Contacts
Ian Pearson, Head of 
Education Service, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519729 
ipearson@westberks.gov.uk

Mark Browne, Post 16 
Adviser, West Berkshire 
Council 
07766 367018 
mbrowne@westberks.gov.uk  

Alison Prudden, CL Officer, 
West Berkshire Council 
01635 519025 
aprudden@westberks.gov.uk

Mair Atkins, CL Officer, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519986 
meatkins@westberks.gov.uk

Sarah Hughes, Community 
Learning Manager, Newbury 
College 
01635 845236 s-hughes@
newbury-college.ac.uk

Learner Services and 
Information, 
Newbury College 
01635 845000 
or visit the website on 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk

U3A Newbury, 
01635 524099 
www.newburyu3a.org.uk

U3A Thatcham, 
01635 864364 
www.thatchamu3a.org.uk

Tim Parry, 
Chief Executive, CCB 
0773 888 7611 
tim.parry@ccberks.org.uk

Jon Thompson, West 
Berkshire Training Consortium, 
01635 35975 
jon@wbtc-uk.com

Rabena Sharif, WEA, 
0793 134 1077 
rsharif@wea.org.uk

National Careers Service 
0800 100 900

Venues for Hire
Calcot Community Learning Centre, Calcot 
Tel: 0118 942 7040

Gateway Adult Learning Centre, Theale 
Tel: 0118 930 2741  
Email: parthur@thealegreen.w-berks.sch.uk

The Hub, Thatcham 
Tel: 01635 863592 
Email: rosie.huxtable@thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Riverside Centre, Clay Hill, Newbury 
Email: clayhillra@gmail.com

Adventure Dolphin, Pangbourne 
Tel: 0118 984 3162  
Email: adventuredolphin@westberks.gov.uk

Phoenix Resource Centre, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 520150

Newbury College, Newbury 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk/room-hire.html

Thatcham Children’s Centre 
Tel: 01635 865318

Newbury Children’s Centre 
Tel: 01635 31143

Calcot Children’s Centre 
Tel: 0118 945 6157

Tilehurst Children’s Centre 
Tel: 0118 941 3680

Hungerford Children’s Centre 
Tel: 01488 682 628

Chieveley Children’s Centre 
Tel: 01635 248 866

mailto:s-hughes%40newbury-college.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:s-hughes%40newbury-college.ac.uk?subject=
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27781

