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Success in community learning 
lies in the strength of its 
partnership working. It relies on 
the development of strong links 
across the private, public and 
voluntary sectors to ensure that 
local adult and family learning 
needs are addressed and learners 
are given the opportunity to 
develop and grow.

In West Berkshire the role of 
partnership working is firmly 
established in the form of the West 
Berkshire Community Learning 
Partnership which focuses on 
sharing effective practice, national 
and local updates and developing 
networking opportunities. However 
over the last 12 months the 
Partnership has been developing 
a new approach to its’ work 
in response to the national 
government’s New Challenges, 

New Chances (2011) report which 
outlined a range of  reforms to the 
FE sector. These reforms include 
a requirement that the delivery 
of community learning and skills 
provision is locally planned, 
innovative, well co-ordinated, 
strategic and responsive to 
learners’ needs.

With this in mind West Berkshire 
Council’s Community Learning 
service is inviting colleges, 
schools, training organisations 
community and voluntary groups, 
employers, individuals  and others 
who are interested in providing 
or supporting community learning 
to join the Community Learning 
Partnership in order to effectively 
work  together to the benefit of 
West Berkshire learners. 

Continued

Working In Partnership

Join the Community Learning Partnership at www.westberks.gov.uk/clp
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Membership can be at a variety 
levels:

•	 Board Member to develop the 
strategic direction of community 
learning and skills training 

•	 Member of the Community 
Education Fund panel

•	 Recipient of regular updates on 
funding, venues, opportunities

•	 Attendance at celebration and 
networking events

•	 Involvement in training and 
CPD initiatives

To register an interest in the 
Partnership go to 
www.westberks.gov.uk/clp

From August 2012 to July 2013 
a national pilot study of 15 
Community Learning Trusts or 
Partnerships was carried out 
to test new ways to plan and 

deliver community learning. The 
pilots involved local people and 
organisations working together 
to develop local strategies and 
partnership structures that can 
deliver and tailor provision to meet 
the needs of their communities. 

For more information on the West 
Berkshire Community Learning 
Partnership contact Sara Hanson 
at shanson@westberks.gov.uk 

To download New Challenges, 
New Chances go to: 
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/further-education-
reforms-extent-of-funding-and-
plans-for-implementation

To find out more about the 
Community Learning Trust Pilots 
go to: www.gov.uk/government/
publications/community-learning-
trust-pilot-summary-evaluation-
report

Changing Tutor Qualifications
This year brings major change 
to the rules and regulations that 
govern the teaching, training and 
development of teachers, trainers 
and learning support teams. 

The mandatory rule to complete 
at least 30 hours CPD has been 
removed, membership of IFL is 
now optional and professional 
formation is still available but 
no longer required. The PTLLS/
CTLLS/DTLLS qualifications have 
been replaced by a new suite of 
qualifications. 

The requirement for teachers 
and trainers to hold a relevant 
teaching qualification now lies 
with the employers who have 
the responsibility and flexibility 
to structure initial and in-service 
teacher training, CPD and 
professionalism in a way that 

closely meets the needs of the 
organisation and individual staff.  

To deliver West Berkshire Council 
supported community learning and 
skills provision tutors are expected 
to hold, or be working towards, the 
approved PTLLS/CTLLS/DTLLS 
qualifications and to complete the 
required CPD. The Community 
Learning service will continue to 
support CPD with the annual Tutor 
Forum in the summer term. For 
other funded provision tutors and 
project managers are encouraged 
to check the qualification and CPD 
requirements with their employers.

To find out more about the new FE 
teaching qualifications go to 
www.excellencegateway.org.uk/
node/65

Sara Hanson - Principal 
Community Learning Officer

New NIACE website 
for community learning: 
www.niace.org.uk/
community-learning

New 
NIACE 
website

Careers advice app 
launched by the National 
Careers Service: http://
careeradviceapp.com

Careers 
advice 
app
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Tutor Forum 2013
Around 40 tutors and project 
managers gathered at Shaw 
House in July to attend the annual 
Community Learning Tutor Forum.

Organised by the West Berkshire 
Council Community Learning team 
the Forum focused on delivering 
and recording the new Ofsted 
quality standards with particular 
reference to teaching and learning 
in the classroom.

The morning session was 
delivered by Sean Errington, an 
experienced trainer in delivering 
adult learning. Entitled ‘Innovative 
and Creative Teaching’ the 
workshop provided a range of tips 
and advice on teaching strategies 
to inspire and develop learning. 
The booklet that accompanied the 
session is available in the CPD 

section on the West Berkshire 
Moodle at 
www.berkshiremoodle.org.uk/
westberks

The afternoon session gave 
tutors the opportunity to review 
the new documentation that 
has been developed to monitor 
and record learner achievement 
and progress. Where possible 
all contributions have been 
incorporated and the new 
documents are now available in 
the Community Learning Toolkit 
on Moodle.

For further information on the 
Tutor Forum and ideas for future 
training contact the Community 
Learning team on telephone 
01635 519060 or 
email: aclteam@westberks.gov.uk 

Keeping up 
with Moodle
The West Berkshire 
Moodle continues to be 
developed to support the 
delivery of community 
learning in the district.

Over the summer new 
features have been added 
to the site including an 
on-line safeguarding 
course available under 
CPD and the enhanced 
2013/14 Toolkit.

Don’t forget the Moodle 
is available to support 
the delivery of courses 
and projects and can be 
used to promote courses, 
access information and 
get regular updates on 
the community learning 
sector.

To access the Moodle go 
to www.berkshiremoodle.
org.uk/westberks

Tutor Forum workshops
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Six local families met in Compton 
to explore a creative way of 
looking at parenting and learning 
through the creation of a glossy 
picture book which can be read 

together as 
a family and 
support the 
child’s early 
development.

Entitled 
‘Picture Me 
Picture Book’ 
the project 
was funded by 
West Berkshire 
Council’s 
Community 

Learning service in partnership 
with East Downlands Children’s 
Centre.

The course was designed and 
facilitated by Susan Rollings; 
author and illustrator of New 
Shoes Red Shoes.

The Picture Me group also 
participated in the 2013 World 
Book Night which promotes the 
joy of reading amongst adults and 
children of all ages.

For further information on the 
Picture Me course go to 
www.susanrollings.com

During 2012/13 family learning 
was delivered in secondary 
schools, primary schools and 
children centres across West 
Berkshire. A total of 357 learners 
and 215 children enrolled onto 
55 family courses throughout the 
district.  Family learning continues 
to be a powerful way to encourage 
families to enjoy learning together, 
learn new skills and help parents 
understand how to support their 
children.

The Community Education Fund 
projects demonstrated innovative 
ways to engage parents and 
children in learning. The Willows 
School supported parents to 
develop strategies for helping 
their children to read through 
the use of Kindles. At Fir Tree 
Primary School, parents and 
children worked with actors 
from The Watermill Theatre 

on communication skills and 
at Robert Sandilands School, 
parents and children cooked 
together and enjoyed a trip to 
Cobbs Farm to pick their own fruit.

There was a particular focus on 
working with children centres 
to develop the adult and family 
learning offer. The WEA expanded 
their offer of the popular Preparing 
to Help in Schools programmes 
and provided two follow-on 
accredited Level 2 courses called 
Helping in Schools. Newbury 
College ran their creative 
Storysacks, Arts and Crafts and 
Talk to Me courses and provided 
a variety of taster courses on the 
College site.

For information on family learning 
across the district contact Mair 
Atkins at 
meatkins@westberks.gov.uk 

Learning through Picture Books

Family Learning

Picture Me family learning 
group at Compton

Final report on NIACE  
family learning inquiry 
entitled Family Learning 
Works: www.niace.org.
uk/news/every-school-
must-make-family-
learning-work

New FL 
Report
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Victoria Park Children’s Centre 
hosts an Environmental Saturday 
each term to give Dad’s an 
opportunity to get more involved 
in their children’s learning. The 
day is part of the Centre’s family 
learning provision funded by West 
Berkshire Council’s community 
learning service.

 The recent autumn term event 
was attended by ten local families 
who worked together to produce 
pine cone bird feeders for the 
garden area, plant bulbs and 
winter pansies and create collages 
using seeds, rice, lentils and split 
peas. Each child also planted a 
miniature daffodil bulb in a pot to 
take home and nurture. 

Victoria Park Children’s Centre 
delivers a range of adult and 
family learning courses including  
Share, the Incredible Years Toddler 
Programme, Healthy Eating and 

Talk to Me. For more information 
contact Sally Lawson at  
slawson@victoriapark.w-berks.sch.uk

Bringing Dads and children together

Reading College delivered a five 
week arts and crafts course at 
Tilehurst & Area Children’s Centre 
during the 2012/13 academic 
year. The course was aimed at 
developing the self confidence 
and skills of targeted parents in 
order to establish friendships and 
peer support.

The course proved to be a 
huge success with participants 
and staff praising the tutor and 
acknowledging the benefits in 
terms of reducing stress, widening 
social interaction and gaining 
confidence. Two parents have 
also gone on to develop their skills 
and formed their own business 
focusing on making and selling 
arts and crafts locally.

For more information on this and 
other adult and family learning 
courses at Tilehurst Children’s 
Centre contact Carole Cowen at 
ccowen@westberks.gov.uk

Craft Success in Tilehurst

Crafts at Tilehurst 
Children’s Centre

Planting at 
Victoria Park
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West Berkshire residents were 
treated to a wide range of events, 
activities and free courses in 
celebration of 2013 national Adult 
Learner’s Week. 

The celebrations were launched 
with the annual Adult Learner’s 
Award ceremony at Shaw House 
which acknowledges the success 

of local 
individuals, 
organisations 
and teachers 
who are 
involved 
in adult 
education and 
training. 

Throughout 
the week 
there was an 
Open Day 

at Newbury College which 
showcased the College’s leisure 
and qualification courses, a 
special Thatcham Lifelong 
Learning event and free access 
to all West Berkshire Council 
supported leisure courses 
delivered across the district by 
Newbury College.

The 2014 Adult Learning 
celebrations will be entitled a 
‘Festival of Learning’ and will take 
place during May and June 2014 
with a special focus on activities 
during the week of 14 to 20 June.

For more information on the 
Festival of Learning, including 
how to nominate someone for the 
national Learner Awards, go to 
www.alw.org.uk

Making pasta at 
Newbury College

Doing the tango with 
Interakt in Thatcham

A woodturning lesson 
in Thatcham with Vallis 
Green Woodworking
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Newbury College celebrated Adult 
Learners’ Week with a range of 
activities on the Open Day and 
throughout the whole week in 
support of the Alzheimer’s society 
and the Dementia Awareness 
Week.

The College raised over 
£200 from activities including 
interactive demonstrations of 
ACL classes which included; 
pasta making, ballroom dancing, 
flower arranging, ceramics and 
upholstery, Family Learning 
arts and crafts workshops, and 
donations were collected at each 
activity. 

For more information on Newbury 
College’s adult and community 
learning courses contact Sarah 

Hughes, Community Learning 
Manager on 01635 845 000 
or email: s-hughes@newbury-
college.ac.uk

Alzheimer’s Society benefits from 
College celebrations 

College adult learners 
show their support

The 2013 Learner Achievement 
Awards opened Adult Learner’s 
Week celebrations in West 
Berkshire. These annual awards 
celebrate the success of the 
adult learning sector covering the 
range of educational and training 
opportunities to individuals over 
the age of 19 years.

The awards consisted of 
eight award categories 
across a variety of courses 
and programmes including 
professional qualifications and 
training, academic and vocational 
qualifications, apprenticeships, 
tutors, personal and family 
learning. 

For more information on the 2014 
Learner Achievement Awards 
contact the Community Learning 
Team on 01635 519060 or email 
aclteam@westberks.gov.uk.

Learner Achievement Awards 

Learner Achievement 
award winners
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Celebrations were in 
order at Newbury U3A’s 
August showcase when 
Dee Bavister became the 
group’s 600th member 
and was presented with 
a bottle of champagne 
by Mary Blake, Newbury 
U3A’s Chairman.

The Showcase, which 
was held at St Nicolas 
Church Hall introduced 
members to new groups, 
skills and courses 
covering subjects as 
diverse as French, 
gardening, flower 
arranging and golf.

Further information about 
U3A can be obtained 
from Broadway House, 
Newbury, Telephone 
01635 524099, or from 
the website at 
www.newburyu3a.org.uk

Newbury U3A 
reaches 600 
members

The Community Learning 
service is supporting a five week 
volunteering course aimed at 
developing Library Champions 
across the district. Delivered 
by the Workers’ Educational 
Association the course will focus 
on developing the volunteer’s 
personal and organisational skills 
to enable them to directly support 
library users.

The volunteer course is part of 
a wider Arts and Leisure Service 
initiative entitled ‘Wish You Were 
Here?’ which focuses on a range 
of activities related to areas of 
West Berkshire. The project will 
be launched at the three Big Draw 
events during the October half 

term (w/c 28th October 2013) 
and culminates in a LibraryFest 
between 6th March and 23rd April 
2014. To find out more about the 
‘Wish You Were Here’ project go 
to www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries

West Berkshire Library service 
provides a range of informal 
community learning opportunities 
including IT training, book clubs, 
cultural lectures and talks from 
visiting authors and historians

For more information on the WEA 
volunteer course contact the 
Community Learning team on 
01635 519060 or  
email aclteam@westberks.gov.uk

Training Library Champions

Paul Black in the 
cycle workshop

The Community Furniture Project 
delivers the Take A Chance skills 
development course which is 
aimed at disadvantaged adults in 
the district.

Funded by Community Learning, 
the course provides practical 
training across a range of 
subjects including woodwork, 
furniture restoration, bicycle 

repair, electrical repair, forklift 
truck driving, horticulture, 
warehousing, customer care, 
business and administration 
and money management.

One of the course’s 
successful learners is Paul 
Black who is a volunteer at 
the Community Furniture 
Project in Greenham.  Paul 
has health issues and learning 

difficulties and had struggled in a 
traditional learning environment 
resulting in low confidence and 
self esteem. Take A Chance gave 
Paul the opportunity to develop 
bicycle repair skills and with 
support from others members of 
CFP staff he gradually gained in 
confidence and is now responsible 
for organizing and running the 
CFP bicycle workshop. He is keen 
to help others and has recently 
passed a C&G Cytech bicycle 
training course and has helped 
to run a bicycle workshop at a 
local youth club for disadvantaged 
children. 

For more information on the Take 
A Chance course contact Kelvin 
Hughes at 
kelvin.hughes@cfpnewbury.org

Paul Takes a Chance 
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The Five A Day Market Garden 
is a community project situated 
in the village of Englefield, West 
Berkshire.  The project offers 
educational opportunities to 
people of all ages in gardening, 
conservation and eco art.

Over the last three years, Five 
A Day has been funded by the 
Community Education Fund to 
deliver innovative and creative 
seasonal courses in eco art to 
adults with learning disabilities 
living in the district. Learners 
get the opportunity to learn 
about using natural and recycled 
materials to create bespoke 
pieces of artwork. 

The end of each course 
culminates with an art exhibition 
of learners work and enables 
the learner’s to share their 
achievements with friends and 
families.

For more information contact Pam 
Goddard at pam@fiveaday.org.uk 
or go to the website at  
www.fiveaday.org.uk

During 2012-13 CCB’s online 
training workshops, known as 
‘webinars’ remained very popular. 
A webinar is an online ‘virtual’, 
interactive seminar accessed via 
the internet thereby capable of 
reaching large disperse audiences 
in their homes and offices.

The Community Learning service 
is continuing to support the 
CCB webinar programme during 
2013-14 focusing on two popular 
community grants: Awards for All 
and Reaching Communities.

Aimed at local community and 
voluntary groups the webinar 
course range will also include 

social media and training on how 
to use these free online tools to 
raise the profile of your group or 
organisation. For more information 
on CCB’s webinars contact 
Gemma Pearce, CCB Project 
Co-ordinator on 0118 961 2000 or 
email:  
gemma.pearce@ccberks.org.uk

In April 2013 the 
Chieveley Cinema Club 
hosted a training event to 
inform local community 
representatives about 
setting up a Cinema 
Club within their 
neighbourhood as 
a means to develop 
community cohesion and 
maximise the use of local 
facilities.

Supported by Community 
Learning funding and 
facilitated by CCB the 
event attracted over 
30 people representing 
12 local village halls 
and covered funding, 
equipment, licensing, 
insurance and film 
catalogue issues 

For more information 
contact Wendy Dacey at 
wendy.dacey@ccberks.
org.uk  

Getting Arty at Five A Day 
Market Garden

Webinars - the simple and effective 
way to access training.

Community 
Cinema 
Success

Taking a peek at the eco art
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Venues for Hire
Calcot Community Learning Centre, Calcot 
Computer suite with interactive whiteboard and terminals, Classroom 
with access to 10 laptops, Mobile interactive touch screen monitor 
Community rates from £12.50/hour 
Tel: 0118 942 7040 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk/about-us/facilities/calcot.html

Gateway Adult Learning Centre, Theale 
Large mirrored room, Classroom with SMART board, Small Classroom, 
10 laptops 
Community rates from £10/hour 
Contact: Rose Chapman at Theale Green School 
Tel: 0118 930 2741  
Email: rchapman@thealegreen.w-berks.sch.uk

The Hub, Thatcham 
Meeting room, Classroom with touch screen monitor, 10 Laptops 
Community rates from £8/hour (plus VAT) 
Contact: Rosie Huxtable, Thatcham Town Council 
Tel: 01635 863592 
Email: rosie.huxtable@thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Riverside Centre, Clay Hill, Newbury 
Various sized rooms, 6 Laptops 
Contact: clayhillra@gmail.com

Adventure Dolphin, Pangbourne 
Large Hall, Classroom with PCs 
Community rates from £13.20/hour 
Tel: 0118 984 3162  
Email: adventuredolphin@westberks.gov.uk 
www.adventuredolphin.co.uk/locations/pangbourne

Useful West 
Berkshire 
Contacts
Ian Pearson, Head of 
Education Service, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519729 
ipearson@westberks.gov.uk

Janet Scott, Service 
Manager, CL, West Berkshire 
Council 
01635 519063 
jscott@westberks.gov.uk

Sara Hanson, Principal CL 
Officer, West Berkshire Council 
01635 519792 
shanson@westberks.gov.uk

Alison Prudden, CL Officer, 
West Berkshire Council 
01635 519025 
aprudden@westberks.gov.uk

Mair Atkins, CL Officer, West 
Berkshire Council 
01635 519986 
meatkins@westberks.gov.uk

Sarah Hughes, Community 
Learning Manager, Newbury 
College 
01635 845236 s-hughes@
newbury-college.ac.uk

Learner Services and 
Information, Newbury 
College 
01635 845000 
or visit the website on 
www.newbury-college.ac.uk

U3A Newbury, 
01635 524099 
www.newburyu3a.org.uk

U3A Thatcham, 
01635 864364 
www.thatchamu3a.org.uk

Tim Parry, 
Chief Executive, CCB 
0773 888 7611 
tim.parry@ccberks.org.uk

Jon Thompson, West 
Berkshire Training Consortium, 
01635 35975 
jon@wbtc-uk.com

Rabena Sharif, WEA, 
0793 134 1077 
rsharif@wea.org.uk

National Careers Service 
0800 100 900

Contact Us:
Community Learning Team 
West Berkshire Council, West Street House 
West Street 
Newbury 
Berkshire. RG14 1BZ 
Tel: 01635 42400.

e-mail: aclteam@westberks.gov.uk


