IMPROVING INKPEN'S RIGHTS CONTACTS INKPEN

’7 . -
OF WAY Inlcpcn Rig’])ls ol Way Officers

The IRWC liaises c!usely with llllepcn Parish Council Preatdent: Richarnd Gmy: 01488 668492 TW() Circular Wallzs
concerning rights of way issues in the village and has vy, pregident: Mike Stabler: 01488 668337 4 Miles & 52 Miles
successru”_\f continued its pn[i\:y of upgrm[ing patl1s Chairman: Gloria Keene: 01488 668960

Vice-Chairman: Steve Connors: 01488 668642

and promoting their use. Many of the most frcqucntl_\'

used ones have had the ([ua]ily of the surfaces impr'uvc(l

with ]m_gjgjin, steps cut into steep banks and where Secretary/ Treasurer: Janet Dunbar: 01488 669177
appropriate gates have been installed in p]acc of stiles Warden: Patricia (woopcr: 01488 HOHR248
to provitlc hetter access for the less mobile. - ~p-

Fum]in_g for this work comes from grants, in the past
from the Cnuntr_vsi:lc Agency (PPI initiative), and
most rccently from West Berks Council for the
erection of three map boards and the reprinting of this
walks leaflet. e

IRWC operates l)_v seeRing volunteers to lecep
a walclﬂn_g brief on lnl?pen's rig]ﬂs of way,
often ones which tlley frequcnt]y walk.
Any pmlalem such as broken stiles,
Ol)siruclinns etc., are t'cpm’letl to

the local aut]mri[y agency Babtie.

If you are interested in “a(iopling‘”
a particular patll or want more
information on IRWC & its
worle, contact any of
the officers listed ,»%‘-‘z' o

at the rear of

this leaflet”

Paintlng‘s Gaf?tohper‘
: sl,g" @Artworle Georr

Communlcatlons

West Berkshire Council




INKPEN RIGHTS OF WAY
COMMITTEE

The ]nl'\’pcn .]\’igj]ll's of Way Committee (IRWC),
[ul‘mcrly known as the F()U{])(ltlls Committee, has exist-
ed for around 30 years. It is made up of some dozen
people representing a variety of interests such as
horse riding, C_\fcling, conservation and nature s’cu(ly
as well as wa“eing. It also includes a Parish Council
representative to ensure g‘uo({ links between the two

bodies.

The main purpose of the IRWC is to ensure that the
51 rig]lLs of way in the vi”ago are clc:lrly signposlctl and
way-marec(l and are maintained in a state which
enables them to be used at all times of the year
(aaniL with wc”ics). [nlzpcn is fortunate not just in
[mving so many pa’t]is but also in that, in gcncral, local
landowners and occupiers are co-operative and rcspoml
posilively to  suggestions for improvements

and way-nmrleing.

[RWC is also committed to increasing residents’ aware-
ness of the existence of [InL’pcn’s ri;j]ﬂs of way and pro-
moting their use. It is with this aim in mind that this
leaflet has been ]‘Jl”()(lllut‘(l. The two walks shown take in
some of the best features of lulepcn’s patll network and
include In]epen Common, W’d”)ur’v Hill and the
Gil)lwt, Inlepeu Church, the Crocus Field and The
l:ouy, not to mention lnkpun’s two pu]1s, the Swan and
the Crown & Garter. We lmpc you find this leaflet use-

ful and enjoy these walks.

The IRWC
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WALK 1

A mainly flat walk through some attractive and
varied cuuntrysi(}.e around Inlzpen. The walk with a
mix of lleathlancl, light woodland and fal'miand,
mainly uses tracks (which can be mua}c[y a)(tcr rain).
Distance : 4 miles
O.S. Map : Pathfinder 1186 / Explorer 158
Grid Ref. : 378639
START : The byway alongside the

Crown & Garter PH. at Inlzpeu

Com mon, I]ll’%pell.

From the Crown & Garter car parlz with your back to
the pulj, turn RIGHT and head down the lvyway. Turn
LEFT at the pa'Lll junction onto a win(ling path which
runs througll a narrow tree belt towards Inlepen

COHlHlOH Nature RESG[’VB.

The Reserve is owned l)y BBOWT and is an impor-
tant heathland site with a wide variety Of
bird and p]anl life

Where the field on the left ends and fencing })egins,
take the first gate on the LEFT to enter the Common.
Follow the patll straight ahead over the boardwalk to
meet a wide grassecl track l)y two la.rge trees on the
rig]_1t. Turn RIGHT and follow this path across part of
the Common, throug}l a gate and then fork RIGHT
where the grass path divides. ]mmecliatc]y turn RIGHT
again onto a small path into trees and shoﬁ:ly take
another small path on the LEFT. Follow it to descend
steps Lo a gate which leads into Ashton’s Pool.

Ashton’s Pool is a very quiet poacefui spot, ﬁ)i"mea7
into a heathland pm)] from an old gra.ve/ extraction
site.

Follow around the left-hand bank [)earing LEFT at the
far side I:,y the information board onto a narrow patll
running alongsicle the Reserve fence which leads up to
the Reserve gates.

Go through these then fork RIGHT to follow a grassed

path to a junction of patlls.

A s]:'gllt detour here onto the patl: to the LEFT
leads to a clearing with an information board and
seat with views up to Inkpen Beacon.

Continue straigh’c on to reach a gate. Lxit the
Common by a post box at a minor road. Go S'[raigh't
over the road onto a wide graveﬁecl track si npostecl to
PO. and Fouy Roads. After crossing a Iorifge, laeep to
the LEFT at the top of the rise & continue on this
track to reach Post Office Road. Turn LEFT to walk

along the road.

()f interest on this stretch:

¢ the ﬁrst house on the rr'g]’zf called “Olive Branch”
used to be one offniepen s fom' inns

¢ the area of small industrial unils, orfgina”y the

site (')f Inlepen 's once t]1rf1!1'ng sawmills

® the house called “The Old Chapel” on the left,
once Inkpen’s 3rd Methodist chapel (1872)

After passing a paddocle on the right, turn RIGHT off
the road at the foo’cpa’ch signpost onto a path which
runs along the eolg‘e of the Memorial Pla_ving Fields. At
the far corner at a junction of pat11s turn RIGHT and
continue along the tree-line into Robins Hill. Keep
straight on down to the T-junction ahead.
Turn RIGHT into Folly Road and then very shortly
LEFT onto a })}rway. Follow this wide rough track
through light woodland known as The Foﬂy. Once a
modern barn on the left is in view, take a sliarp LEFT

turn onto another Wicle traclz.

There are good views at this point over to Lower

Green and beyond to Ham Hill in Wiltshire.

Continue on this track until it reaches a road. Turn
LEFT and almost immeclia[ely RIGHT onto a small
road signposted “Manor Farm”. This p]casant lane
clrops down to cross a stream (an area once known as
S]leepwash). Just before the farm Lui](hngs turn LEFT
over a stile. Go s’craigh’c across the field to a le'issing gate
in the far 110(].g'e then continue Straigllt ahead alcng the
eflge of the Iarge garden of “Kiln House”, veering
sligl&fly riglﬂ: at the end to a gate parfiauy hidden ljy
bushes. Turn RIGHT onto a r()ugh track which then
bends left to become Pottery Lane.

A short detour turning RIGHT just past “The OId
Forge” cottage leads to Inkpen 's Crocus Field.
Another BBOWT site, it is one of only two in this
country containing Mediterrancan crocuses,
believed to have been l)rougl‘tf here By the Kniglits
Emp/ar over 500 years ago.

Continue along Pottery lLane to Lllc C]’l(l, t]qcn go
alm(}st straight over the road to a [‘GOLPCL[:}] opposite.
Follow the Pdtll {1iagonaﬂy I‘ig;lt across open land until
you reach a track. Turn LEFT and follow this track
over a small l)ridge to a fork. Take the LEFT fork to
reach an old stone marker post, turn RIGHT to exit
the wood past Inlepen Coltage Lo arrive back at the

starting point.




WALK 2

In quiet, beautiful counhysi(le, climb a lligll chalk
riclge to follow an ancient drovers track across the
top. The tracks are Hinty but a few farm paths may
be mud&y or slight!y overgrown.

: 5.5 miles (shorter option 4 miles)
0O.8. Map : Pathfinder 1186 / Exp]m'er 158
Grid Ref. : 359643

START : Car par]e of the Swan PH. at

Lower Green, lulzpen.

Distance

From the Swan turn LEFT onto the road and walk
past the Green. Take the road RIGHT at the
junction [)y the telcphone box and before the road
divides again turn LEFT onto a [ootpath alongside
drive of “Brook House”. Continue ahead where the
path narrows to run between two properties, then bear
LEFT to follow an obvious grass pa_t11 around two
sides of r()ugln pasturelaml. At the end go over a
!)ridge and onto a wincling paLll which leads to Manor
Farm. Follow the patl1 around the Fields, turn LEFT
tllrough a farm gate just before the barns and follow
the eclge of the ]Jui[c[ings to exit at the farm lane.
Turn RIGHT towards the {armhouse and follow the
lane to a T-junction ]Jy Wergs Barn., Turn LEFT
onto another lane for a short distancc, then LEFT
again onto a fenced pai‘]l. At the top of the rise
continue ahead to reach a minor road. Turn RIGHT
to follow road to Upper Inkpen. At the T-junction by
Rolfe’s Farm turn RIGHT again. Where the road
c[ivicles, kcep to the RIGHT until the [luclzpond.
Turn LEFT before Pond cottage onto the path across
to Kir])y Farm.

In the breeding season ducks can often be seen
crossing the road to nest in the gara’ens of the
nearlvy cottages.

For the shorter 4-mile circuit, turn RIGHT here
into Bell Lane, known as Berkshire's most
winc{ing road. At the first bend turn LEFT up a
siig’lt bank to take a ﬁ)oipatll diagona”_y rr'gllt
across a field to rejoin the lane. Turn LEFT to con-
tinue on lane past the water tank then take a foot—
patlx on the LEFT /eac]ing down to a road. Turn
LEFT to walk alung the road for a short
a’istance; at the bend turn o_{f RIGHT onto a patll
which climbs steaa’ily up the side of Inlepen Hill.
Towards the top where the patlz levels 0)5( above the
gorse, fo”ow an obvious slreep trail westwards to a
cleﬁ in the hillside. Turn RIGHT to rejoin the
main route.” (If wis’zing to visit the Gibbet from
this shorter route, turn LEFT up the clcft to the top
of the hill. Walk westwards past W?gmoreaslz Pond
to reach a stile on the LEFT. Cross this and turn
LEFT onto the chalk track to head eastwards to
the Gibbet).

For the ]nnger route, cross Bell Lane, bear RIGHT over
a stile into the farmyarcl to walk between the barns onto
a wide track ]eacling down into the parle]antl of Kirl)y
House. Continue straight across to a gate at the far
side, then follow a track bencling left at the rise until it
reaches a minor road. Turn RIGHT and follow road a
short distance to a junction; then take LEFT-HAND
fork signpostecl “Faccombe”. Almost immediately turn
RIGHT onto a lcootpath which climbs up t]n’ough a
copse and out onto the open side of Waﬂ)ury Hill.

The climb is steep but the views are impressive.
The earthworks on the hill ﬁ)rm parl of the
Iron-age hillfort dating from 750 BC. There is an
information board at the par]eing area on the far side

U][ f]m ]’H”

*@Indicates joining point back to the main route.

(next pane/)

|

Continue to climb to a stile some way ahead then
carry on over the brow of the hill aiming slight!y left to
reach a stile in the hedgerow at the top. Turn RIGHT
onto the wide chalk track and follow it west over the top
of Wallmry Hill and then across to In[zpen Hill.

There are wonderful views on all sides ﬁ-om this ln'glv-
point. Another informatr'cm board on Inlepen Hill tells
the story of the Gibbet and the Long Barrow on
which it stands.

Continue on this track l)eyoncl the Gibbet towards a
C]ump of beech trees: just past the trees turn RIGHT
over a stile, leeep to the RIGHT across the top of the
hill past Wigmoreasll Pond up to a clry bowl
surrounded ]Jy small trees. Look for a cleft in the
hillside to the left at this point. Turn LEFT to follow
this soon obvious path®w11icll descends steeply, veering
RIGHT near the bottom of the hill to an old gate in the
]mclgemw. The pat]l then enters a hedgecl section; where
the trees end continue straig!nt ahead on this pa.tll which
runs between fields down to a minor road. Tumn

RIGHT onto the road then RIGHT again at the next
lane and walk up to a footpath signpost on the left.

A short detour to the r:'gl:t is Iniepen's Leautrful
church dating from the 13th century but largely
restored 100 years ago. The OId Rectory
(or Inkpen House) which stands above the church is
a William & Mary house with interesting
gardens laid out in the style af Versailles.

At the signpost, cross the stile into the pad(loclz and
head for the far left-hand corner to another stile.
Continue across the next field and over a further stile
to a lane. Turn RIGHT, follow the lane round to the
LEFT at the T-junction to reach the Green and retrace
steps back to the start.
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